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ABSTRACT
Criminal homicide statistics for the U.S., 
especially large cities are a cause of alarm to society 
and the criminal justice system. Research implicates 
mostly young people, predominantly blacks and males, 
in homicides that are basically intra-sex, intra-racial, 
family-friend oriented, and which are precipitated by 
illiteracy, lack of skills, violence in the media, 
family instability and racial prejudice.
While New Orleans leads the nation's cities in 
the homicide rate, a systematic study of the problem 
has not been undertaken. This study was conducted with 
the purpose of identifying criminal homicide patterns 
in New Orleans and relating selected characteristics 
of the victims and offenders to features of the crimes.
Data for the three-year period, 1971-73, were 
gathered from the New Orleans Police Department to test 
a set of twelve null hypotheses concerning race, sex 
and age of the victim and accused in relation to various 
aspects of homicide.
The findings of the study substantiated basically
xi
the trends reported in the literature. Concentrations 
of populations and low-income neighborhoods with dis­
proportionate black residents generated homicidal acts. 
It was also found that homicides were largely intra- 
racial, intra-sex and intra-family, occurring mostly 
in the home, committed increasingly by younger persons 
stemmed from motives of passion and implicated firearms, 
particularly handguns.
The following differences among the victims and 
accused were statistically significant:
1. Black victims and accused compared to white 
increased yearly, were evenly distributed over the 
year, fell prey more often in certain police districts 
and residential all-black neighborhoods, knew the 
offenders as family or fri.end, and were the victim of 
domestic trouble and stabbings. Black offenders were 
also more likely to be living in a lower-class 
residential section.
2. Male victims and accused more so than their 
female counterparts increased progressively over the 
three-year period, were implicated more in certain
xii
police districts and commercial neighborhoods, were 
less likely to know one another and were involved to 
a greater extent in firearms homicides. Male offenders 
also tended to kill during the afternoon and evening 
hours and in mixed black-white neighborhoods.
3. Over the three-year period, the tendency was 
for offenders to get younger and to be more youthful 
than their victims. Youthful offenders more likely 
were related to or were friends of the victims and 
were engaged in armed robbery/aggravated burglary.
Younger victims also were more likely to be killed by 
firearms or themselves used handguns to commit homicide.
In a study of this kind on a subject as vexing to 
society as criminal homicide, the natural question, after 
all is said, is "How can homicide be reduced or prevented?"
The criminal justice system is a means of social 
control, but, by itself, it is inadequate. While the 
judicial process does have a deterrent influence on 
crime, the burden of crime prevention in the criminal 
justice system falls on the police. However, the 
extent to which the police are effective in preventing 
crime is dependent to a great extent on the support of
xiii
their community.
Improving police-community relations should be a 
goal of police departments, and their organization and 
administration should encourage close relationships.
An improved police administration through recruitment, 
training, and salary incentive is needed, coupled with 
education of the community as to its role in providing 
assistance to the police in crime prevention and control. 
As an example, the training of police should include 
proper handling of disturbance calls by counseling 
and maintaining appropriate records. The assistance 
of trained social welfare workers should be enlisted 
through the courts, in dealing with problem situations 
involving family altercations, neighborhood disturbances, 
drug abuse, etc. In relation to such domestic problems, 





The Problem of Crime
An alarming feature of American society today is 
the pervasiveness of crime and the apparent inability 
of counteracting forces to curb criminal activities. 
Robert Kennedy'1' referred to the spreading incidence 
of crime as a threat to the most elementary of free­
doms for all Americans —  freedom against arbitrary 
interference with one's bodily security or property. 
The problem of crime is particularly great in the 
cities where 90 percent or more of Americans now 
reside.
The crime problem is not unique to any one state 
or local jurisdiction. It is a national problem. In 
1977, over ten million crimes were reported to the
pFederal Bureau of Investigation. And as research has 
demonstrated, these do not constitute the total crime 
picture since many crimes go unreported.
2
On an average day in the United States during 
1977, one violent crime occurred every 31 seconds and 
one property crime every 3 seconds. For violent 
crimes, one murder occurred every 27 minutes, one 
forcible rape every 8 minutes, a robbery every 78 
seconds and an aggravated assault every minute. For 
property crimes, there was one burglary every 10 
seconds, one larceny-theft every 5 seconds and one 
auto theft every 33 seconds.
Criminologists have long been concerned with 
explaining why crime rates are not randomly distributed 
throughout time and space. At least three different 
levels of analysis are employed. Researchers from 
the early Chicago school noted uniform concentrations 
of crime rates with particular urban sectors. These 
areas also manifested a low degree of stability; thus 
crime rate variations were commonly attributed to 
social disorganization.-^ Subsequent researchers 
attempted to refine the unit of analysis via the 
gradient hypothesis. They concluded that crime rates 
are inversely related to distance from the city nodal
4 ^ 6point. * More recent studies indicate a propensity 
for higher crime rate in the central city than in 
surrounding areas.7,8,9,10,11
The problem of crime is particularly severe in
12cities and has been extensively studied. Spector 
studied the effects of population density and unemploy­
ment on the incidence of violent crime in 103 standard 
metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA) ranging in size 
from 104,000 to 11,572,000 for the year 1970. No 
significant relationship was observed between the 
violent crime index and population density or 
unemployment. However, a strong positive relationship 
was found with city size and area of country (north, 
south, midwest and west)'. Spector concluded that 
specific characteristics of larger cities vis-a-vis 
smaller cities contained the causes of violence.
Mladenka and Hill1-̂ examined the causes of crime 
in Houston with 1973 data. For personal crime (murder, 
negligent homicide, rape and aggravated assault), 
consistently strong relationships with poverty, density 
and the percentage black indicated that areas scoring 
high in these variables would have high crime rates.
However, high status and income areas were not 
necessarily secure from these behaviors either. While 
some of these crimes may have been committed by 
"outsiders" rather than residents of the areas, it was 
also likely that increasing wealth and income did not 
alleviate all the social tension which generated 
personal crimes.
ik.Harries theorized that geographic patterns of 
crime have profound implications for lifestyles, at 
both the intra - and inter-urban levels. Cities with 
crime rates that are known to be high may repel 
potential migrants and discourage the establishment 
of economic activities. Within cities, high crime 
neighborhoods foster dread among residents and visitors 
alike. The "unsafe streets" cliche has long since 
become embedded in the national consciousness and has 
helped to recreate the medieval walled city - the 
private suburb which shelters its inmates from the 
world at large. The fear of crime tends to reduce 
mobility and make for a more introspective and security­
conscious society.
-Harries developed a generalized ecological model 
of variations in crime rates in 1970 among 726 cities 
with a population threshold of 25,000.
Utilizing various crime indexes (including homicide) 
as the criterion, he observed that:
(1) Indicators of urban pathology —  particularly 
those associated with the black population —- tended
to be related to extremely high reported crime rates, 
and
(2) There was an inverse relationship between 
crime rates and residential stability.
These findings confirm the stereotyped view that 
low-income places with young, transient populations 
are criminogenic.
Considering policy and planning implications,
Harries questioned the current assumption that 
upgrading the criminal justice system was the most 
direct route to crime reduction. Research continued 
to demonstrate that a host of cultural and environ­
mental factors contributed to crime and a much larger 
range of expertise should be brought to bear on issues
of crime control and prevention.
He concluded that future research should be directed 
toward modeling population mobility effects on crime 
rates and considering what policies are most appropriate 
to inhibit crime related to residential mobility. The 
economic benefits of mobility, according to Harries, were 
so great that therapeutic action could only be considered 
in the context of a continuing freedom to migrate.
The Problem of Homicide
As with crime, homicide is a national problem, 
although there may be regional variations in the 
incidence of homicide. Theoretical insights and 
empirical research findings about homicide have drawn 
from the disciplines of law, psychiatry, sociology, 
psychology and anthropology.
A few definitions would be in order before 
discussing the issue of homicide.
Homicide: The killing of a human being by another.
Criminal Homicide; The. wilful killing of another 
human being. Murder, first and second degree, and 
manslaughter, voluntary and involuntary, fall under
criminal homicide.
Justifiable homicide: includes killing in self-defense
or killing by police officers in the lawful performance 
of their duty.
Excusable homicide: includes killings that result from
"accident or misfortune" where there is no unlawful act 
of negligence involved and no unlawful intent.
Murder: The unlawful killing of a human being with
malice aforethought. Malice is the particular guilty 
state of mind that is required in establishing the 
crime of murder, and distinguishes murder from lesser 
types of homicide. Express malice is assumed when there 
is proof of deliberate intent to kill or cause serious 
bodily harm. Implied malice is involved when a death 
results from a person*s committing an "inherently 
dangerous act" or when a person is killed during the 
commission of certain felonies.
Manslaughter: An unlawful homicide in which malice is
absent.
Voluntary manslaughter: refers to an act causing death
which, though unlawful, is committed in the heat of
passion or is excited by a sudden quarrel that is 
considered sufficient provocation.
Involuntary manslaughter: refers to an unintentional 
killing that occurs during the commission of a minor 
criminal act.
The United States is currently experiencing a 
criminal homicide epidemic that is breaking all previous 
records. In 1900, there was one murder per 100,000 
people in the U.S. Three decades later, the murder rate 
had jumped almost tenfold. Then, between 1933 and 1955} 
it fell almost as sharply - to the lowest level since 
1910. But in a mere six years since 1968, the murder 
rate almost doubled, and in 1974, for the first time in 
U.S. history the number of murders exceeded 10 per 
100,000. The latest figures for the year 1977 place 
the murder rate at 8. 7.1"̂ Leading the nation in 1977 
was the southern region with 4-1 percent of all murders, 
(11.3 per 100,000 inhabitants), followed by the north 
central region (22 percent; 7.2 murder rate), the 
western region (19 percent; 9.3 murder rate) and the 
northeastern region (18 percent; 6.9 murder rate).
Gastil^ labelled the high incidence of homicide
in the southern region as the "Index of Southernness"
and developed the concept of a regional culture of
violence whose traits persisted with southerners on
1 7migration. Doerner ' taking issue with Gastil1s thesis, 
argued that if the south did in fact constitute a 
regional culture of violence, it should (a) be more 
homogeneous with respect to homicide rates than other 
regions, (b) differ significantly from the remaining 
regions of the nation and (c) as a product of the culture 
produce individuals who retain their cultural uniqueness 
and propensity for homicide. None of these facts were 
verified by Doerner in his study of variations in 
regional homicide rates in 196 9• While the sub-regions 
of the southern region did have pronounced homicide rates 
these sub-regions were not any more homogeneous with 
respect to homicide rates than other regions. Secondly, 
like the southern region, the western region also 
differed significantly in homicide rates.
Homicide in the metropolitan areas has also been 
increasing. In 1977, the homicide rate was 9.7 per 
100,000 inhabitants, an increase of one percent over 
the previous year. Variations were also observed among 
the large cities. Los Angeles led with 1,138 criminal 
homicides, Chicago had 949, Detroit 621, Philadelphia 
437, Dallas - Port Worth 400, Cleveland 294 and New 
Orleans 229. While New Orleans had the least number 
of homicides, on a population basis, it had the highest 
rate per 100,000 inhabitants, namely 19.2, compared 
with 16.0 for Los Angeles, 13.7 for Chicago, 8.9 for 
Philadelphia, 14.1 for Detroit, 15.2 for Dallas - Port 
Worth, and 14.2 for Cleveland.
Characteristics of offenders and victims: Most
murders in the U.S. are committed by young adults, 
predominantly males. Pemale murderers are about five 
years older and their number has been increasing.
Ninety-four percent of all murders are intra- 
racial. In cases of inter-racial murder, blacks are 
most often the victims of whites. Blacks in the U.S. 
murder far more often than whites, and, as most of
their victims are black, the murder rate for blacks is 
significantly higher than for whites.
Less than 30 percent of all murder victims are 
strangers to the killer. Slightly more than 30 percent 
are family members or lovers. In the remaining cases, 
the victim is a friend, neighbor or casual acquaintance.
Weapons. time and location of murders: Shooting,
primarily with handguns, accounts for about two-thirds 
of all murders in the U.S. Knives account for another 
19 percent, assault 8 percent and other methods, such 
as poisoning, drowning and asphyxiation, 7 percent.
Murder is much more common on weekends than during 
the week, more common at night than day, and more 
frequent on or around holidays than during other times 
of the year.
Murder rates vary with population density, being 
almost twice as high for large cities as for rural areas 
and suburbs. However, the higher murder rate in most 
large cities is the result of astronomically high rates 
in a few small sections of the city.
More than tyO percent of all murders occur inside
a home —  where police protection can hardly be 
expected —  reflecting the high incidence of murder 
within the family or among neighbors and friends. The 
next most common site is the streets, which provide the 
setting, primarily at night, for almost one-third of 
all murders. The remaining 30 percent of murders occur 
in bars and other commercial establishments, stairways 
and other miscellaneous locations.
Victim-precipitated homicides ; Sociologists have
defined victim-precipitated (V-P) homicides as those
in which the victim is the first to produce a weapon or
resort to physical violence in a conflict that leads
T 8to a killing. Wolfgang found that one-fourth of the 
588 homicides in his Philadelphia study were victim- 
precipitated.
Compared to victims of non V-P murders, the 
victims of V-P homicides involve more men than women, 
a higher proportion of spouses (particularly husbands), 
more stabbing deaths, a higher incidence of alcohol- 
related offenses, and victims who have a lower socio­
economic status, with a likely police record and
indirectly desirous of committing suicide.
Fate of the murderer: The murderer has by far
the highest probability of being arrested and convicted
of all criminals in the U.S. The penalties for murder
are also the most severe in the penal system. Despite
this, the murder rate in the U.S. is increasing faster
than the rate of other crimes. For an explanation of
this phenomenon, one needs to examine social factors
and other correlates of murder. .
Social factors: A number of social factors have
been linked to the incidence of murder —  illiteracy,
lack of skills, wealth, violence in the media
(particularly television) the spillover effects of
U.S. involvement in the World V/ars, Korea and Vietnam,
increase in mental disorder, cultural practices, such
as dueling, prohibition, shortcomings of the American
public school system, family instability and the high
rate of divorce, and the phenomenon of prejudice
19against racial and ethnic minorities. '
During the 19^0*s and 1950's, U.S. cities swelled 
as industrialization brought about massive migrations
from farm to factory. Studies during this period showed 
specific areas in cities with crime rates exceeding the 
national average. Studies in Birmingham, Houston, 
Cleveland, St. Louis, Baltimore, Chicago, and Wolfgang's 
classic study of Philadelphia all revealed findings 
that were remarkably similar with regard to age, sex, 
race, time and place, weapons, victims, motives, and 
involvement of alcohol. In each city the highest 
homicide rates were found in the areas with the highest 
unemployment and financial dependency, the highest 
population density and the most substandard housing, 
the least stability, the least education, and the poorest 
health and health care services.
Wolfgang and others found most murders occurred
among a small population subgroup whose members lived
in close proximity. His subculture of violence theory,
20which Wolfgang proposed to account for this 
phenomenon, refers to a system of norms and values which 
expects or requires the use of violence in many social 
relationships and is set apart from the dominant 
nonviolent culture. While not claiming to be able to
cite the causes for the existence of a subculture of
violence, Wolfgang described its salient features:
"... insults or slurs that might be 
considered trivial by others are redressed 
by physical violence; the expectation of 
violence within the subculture leads its 
members to carry weapons in order to be 
prepared for attacks that may come at any 
time; the individual is more apt to interpret 
relatively neutral situations or everyday 
challenges and frustrations as threatening —  
and is more likely to resort to physical 
violence when a situation is perceived as 
threatening; the prevalence of weapons makes 
it more likely that a physical fight will end 
in serious injury or death; those who deviate 
from this value system of violence may find 
themselves ostracized from the subculture or 
may become victims of someone else's fatal 
aggression"
It has been suggested that the culture of the south
may be more involved in promoting a subculture of
violence than racial or ethnic groups. Pettigrew 
21and Spier found that blacks raised in the north 
had the lowest murder rates and blacks raised in the 
south had the highest. Other aspects of southern 
culture may also have a bearing on the tendency toward 
the use of violence in resolving conflicts. These 
aspects included southerners' propensity for carrying 
guns and knives, the use of homicide to redress an
insult to personal honor, organized group killing, and
22 22the feudal roots of the Southern plantation. *
An explanation for the relationship between suicide
ohand homicide was put forward by Henry and Short in
their external restraint theory. This theory postulated
that lower classes are subject to more external
restraints than upper classes. The authors claimed that
the homicide rate among the lower classes went up in
time of prosperity, presumably because of a greater
sense of frustration, whereas suicide rates among the
upper classes went up during periods of economic
decline, also because of a greater feeling of frustration. 
2Moran ^ attempted a conceptual synthesis of the 
subculture of violence theory and the external restraint 
theory to demonstrate that a system of norms and values 
sanctioning the use of violence in many kinds of social 
relationships exists mainly among low status groups or 
individuals seeking to occupy or maintain status posi­
tions based on achievement rather than ascription. 
Consequently, the more fully low-status groups or 
individuals seek to occupy or maintain positions based
on achievement, the more likely they are to commit 
homicide.
Utilizing homicide for the period 1962-66 in 
Boston, Moran observed that (a) homicide rates were 
higher in subjective low-status categories, (b) homicide 
varied positively with the strength of the relational 
system, and (c) subcultural groups manifested 
differential homicide rates based on norms regarding 
violence. More specifically, socially-deprived blacks, 
stressful and frustrated males, jockeying for position 
and the achievement - oriented 20 - 29 year age group 
exhibited high rates of criminal homicide. Furthermore, 
persons with strong relational systems, such as younger 
people and married men were found to have a greater 
propensity tovxard criminal homicide. On the other hand, 
while highly urbanized areas are believed to be 
characterized by weak relational systems, they indicated 
high rates of criminal homicide. Subcultural groups 
based on socio-economic characteristics, ethnicity, 
age and sex also manifested differential homicide rates. 
The study of child-rearing practices added a dimension 
of internal restraints on the individual, particularly
psychological manifestations, and served to explain an 
anomaly in the external restraint theory, which 
erroneously predicted that women, because of low 
social status, would have higher murder than suicide 
rates. Looking at child-rearing practices, however, it 
has been demonstrated in all social classes that boys 
are much more likely to be physically punished (and thus 
experience more external restraints in early childhood) 
than girls. This is consistent with the fact that 
suicide rates are much higher than murder rates for 
women.
Other correlates of murder: The following have
also been shown to be positively related to murder:
Guns: Two-thirds of all murders in the U.S.
are committed with guns, 92 percent of these vrith hand­
guns. Gun ownership within the U.S. is highest in the 
regions with the highest murder rates, and lowest in 
the areas with the lowest murder rates.
2. Alcohol: In the majority of homicides, the
person who kills has been drinking beforehand. Most 
of these people are not alcoholics, however.
3. The economy: A positive correlation has been
suggested between the state of economy and the murder 
rate in the U.S. Overall, the murder rate has tended 
to rise in times of relative prosperity and decrease 
in times of economic adversity. However, whereas the 
murder rate for blacks has followed the business cycles, 
the opposite has been true for whites.
Grime and Homicide in Louisiana
Crime and homicide in Louisiana follow the 
national and regional patterns for intensity and 
character. A total of 176,362 crimes were reported 
in the State in 1977, approximately 12 percent of these 
being of a violent nature (murder, forcible rape, 
aggravated assault and robbery) and the remaining 88 
percent crimes against property (burglary, larceny- 
theft and auto-theft). There were 609 cases of murder 
and non-negligent manslaughter —  406 in SMSAS, 63 
in other cities and 138 in rural areas. The homicide 
rate was 15-5 per 100,000 inhabitants, higher than the
national average, and highest among the states in the
26southern region.
.With this high level of criminal activity it is
small wonder that there were 900 agencies established
to combat crime, and that the local and state
expenditures on the criminal justice system in
Louisiana added up to over $400 million in the year 
271977. Of this amount, nearly 60 percent was spent 
on police protection, 21 percent on corrections 
facilities and programs, and 19 percent on the judicial 
process.
As indicated above, 406 criminal homicides or 68 
percent of the total were committed in the seven 
metropolitan areas in the state. The New Orleans 
metropolitan area, with almost one-third of the stateSs 
population, had the highest incidence of homicide, 229 
cases or 37 percent of all homicides in 1977. This 
represents a rate of 19.2 homicides per 100,000 
inhabitants, in excess of several large cities in the 
United States.
Statement of the Problem
The New Orleans metropolitan area includes Orleans 
Parish and portions of the adjoining parishes of St.
Bernard, St. Tammany and Jefferson. The city of New 
Orleans itself is in Orleans Parish with a population 
of 593,471, the metropolitan area reporting a popula­
tion of 1,045,809 in 1970.28
According to the 1970 census, the population of 
the city of New Orleans was 45 percent black and 55 
percent white. Females outnumbered males (53.5 percent 
to 46.5 percent). There was a total of 143,108 families 
with 3.04 persons per household. Thirty-four percent 
of the population was below 18 years. The median years 
of school completed was 10.8, and 42.3 percent of the 
persons 25 years old and over were high school graduates. 
Almost 20 percent of the age group 16-21 years were not 
high school graduates and not enrolled in school. The 
median income of New Orleans residents was $7,445 and 
the mean income $9,536. As many as 21.6 percent of the 
families were reported to be living below the poverty 
level.
Many of the social factors and other correlates 
reported in the literature as being implicated with 
homicide may be observed in the city of New Orleans.
Geographically, the city has an inner core in the 
central business district and a periphery of 
suburban commercial - residential habitation. A large 
black population and social distinctions and.pres­
sures arising from race, income and occupation, a strong 
economy, and the possession of firearms and culturally » 
sanctioned drinking and night-life, may be regarded as 
contributing to the high rate of homicide.
As mentioned earlier, the city in 1977 had an 
index of 19.2 homicides per 100,000 inhabitants to 
lead the nation’s large cities.
There have been several studies on criminal 
homicide in various cities in the United States. These 
studies have helped the criminal justice system 
understand the nature and pattern of homicide and the 
predisposing factors. The city of New Orleans has 
thus far been overlooked in studies of homicide 
although it has a high homicide rate. It is 
important that the problem be analyzed from a socio­
cultural perspective so as to suggest intervening 
measures that will alleviate the problem.
Purpose of the Study
The primary purpose of the study was to describe 
the pattern of criminal homicides that occurred in the 
city of New Orleans over a three-year period, 1971-73, 
and to identify significant relationships between 
selected personal characteristics of the accused and 
victims and certain characteristics of the crimes. 
Objectives of the Study
The following specific objectives were established
1. To characterize the criminal homicides that 
occurred in New Orleans during the three-year period, 
1971-73.
2. To relate selected personal characteristics 
of the victims and the accused to certain descriptive 
features of the crimes.
3. To synthesize the findings of the study and 
compare them to the published data on homicide in 
other U.S. cities.
k'. To suggest measures for reducing the incidence 
of homicide.
Null Hypotheses
Null Hypothesis No. 1: There is no statistically
significant relationship between the year of occurrence 
of homicides and the race, sex and age of the victim 
and of the accused.
Null' Hypothesis No. 2: There is no statistically
significant relationship between the time of year of 
occurrence of criminal homicides and the race, sex 
and age of the victim and of the accused.
Null Hypothesis No. 2 : There is no statistically
significant relationship between time of day of
occurrence of criminal homicides and race, sex and 
age of the victim and of the accused.
Null Hypothesis No. 4: There is no statistically
significant relationship between police districts in 
which the criminal homicides occurred and the race, 
sex and age of the victim and of the accused.
Null Hypothesis No. There is no statistically 
significant relationship between the type of neighbor­
hood in which criminal homicides occur and race, sex 
and age of the victim and of the accused.
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Null Hypothesis No. 6: There is no statistically
significant relationship between the racial composition 
of the neighborhood in which criminal homicides occur 
and the race, sex and age of the victim and of the 
accused.
Null Hypothesis No. There is no statistically
significant relationship between socio-economic status 
of the residential section and the race, sex and age 
of the accused.
Null Hypothesis No. 8: There is no statistically
significant relationship between the site of criminal 
homicides and the race, sex and age of the victim and 
of the accused.
Null Hypothesis No. There is no statistically
significant relationship between the victim-accused 
relationship and the race, sex and age of the victim 
and of the accused.
Null Hypothesis No. 10: There is no statistically
significant relationship between the method of inflict­
ing death in criminal homicides and the race, sex and 
age of the victim and of the accused.
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Null Hypothesis No. 11: There is no statistically
significant relationship between the' motive for 
criminal homicides and the race, sex and age of the 
victim and of the accused.
Null Hypothesis No. 12: There is no statistically
significant difference between the sentences of white 
and black accused by race of the victim.
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CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF RELEVANT LITERATURE
The review of literature presented in this chapter 
begins with a statement defining the concept of 
criminal homicide, particularly as described in the 
Criminal Code of the State of Louisiana, moves to a 
global/national/regional overview of the topic, 
addresses the problem as studied in certain metropolitan 
areas of the country, and concludes with a discussion 
of selected factors associated with criminal homicides 
in the United States.
The Concept of Criminal Homicide
Homicide is defined as the killing of another 
person, and, depending upon the motivation for the 
act, can be classified as non-criminal or criminal 
homicide. A killing in self-defense or a homicide 
performed as a legal duty by a peace officer or an 
excutioner are examples of non-criminal homicide. This 
category of homicide is excusable. Criminal homicide, 
on the other hand, is characterized by motives of
30
murderous intent or felonious acts, and/or by cir­
cumstances that result in a charge of manslaughter.
The legal consequences of criminal homicide and the 
incarceration of offenders in this category depend 
upon the seriousness of the crime (1, pp 48-49).
According to the Criminal Code of the State of 
Louisiana, criminal homicides are divided into three 
classes, namely Murder, Manslaughter and Negligent 
Homicide (2, p. 1183).
Article 30 of the Code classifies murder into 
two subdivisions in terms of (a) the intent to kill or 
inflict great bodily harm (Subdivision 1), and (b) 
homicide caused during the commission of a felony 
(Subdivision 2). Murder originating from the meaning 
intent to kill is the old common law definition of 
demonstration of "expressed malice." The felony 
murder doctrine applies to the more serious and 
dangerous felonies such as aggravated rape, burglary, 
aggravated arson, aggravated kidnapping, armed robbery 
or simple robbery. (2, pp 1184 - 1185)
If the behavior of an offender who is resisting
32
arrest is such that a specific intent to kill or 
inflict great bodily harm is discerned or if he is 
resisting arrest in such a violent and reckless 
manner as to indicate a wanton disregard of human life, 
then his conduct would be considered as coming within 
the scope of Subdivision 1 of the murder article, and 
if a homicide results he would be guilty of murder. 
However, in cases where the offender is resisting 
arrest in a mild manner which does not indicate any 
malice or intent to seriously injure on the part of 
offender (such as slightly pushing the officer), then, 
if a homicide results, the offender is only guilty of 
manslaughter (2, pp 1185-1186).
According to Article 31 of the Code, a homicide 
which is characterized as murder with meaning intent 
to kill may be reduced to manslaughter (Subdivision 1) 
provided "... the offense is committed in sudden 
passion or heat of blood immediately caused by provo­
cation sufficient to deprive an average person of his 
self-control and cool reflection." However, "... 
provocation shall not reduce a homicide to manslaughter 
if the jury finds that the offender's blood had
33
actually cooled, or that an average person’s blood 
would have cooled, at the time the offense was 
committed" (2, p 1186).
A second dimension of manslaughter is recognized 
if the homicide is committed without any intent to cause 
death or great bodily harm (Subdivision 2), if felonious 
actions other than those enumerated in the article on 
murder are perpetrated, or if the offender is resisting 
lawful arrest by means, or in a manner, not inherently 
dangerous (2, p 1186).
The Louisiana Criminal Code does not distinguish 
between voluntary and involuntary manslaughter. However, 
Subdivision 1 tends to be identical with offenses that 
are usually labelled voluntary manslaughter, marked by 
intentional killing but mediated by impulsive behavior. 
Involuntary manslaughter appears to be more broad than, 
but is in the same vein, as manslaughter, Subdivision (2), 
in the Louisiana Code (2, p 1187).
Article 32 defines negligent homicide as the 
killing of a human being by criminal negligence. This 
category of criminal homicide covers deaths caused by
3 4
the grossly negligent handling of firearms or poison; 
grossly negligent construction of a building; gross 
negligence of a doctor; death of a child or other help­
less person by the gross neglect of one charged with his 
custody and care (2, p 1189).
Criminal Homicide in the United States
A study in 195^ of ^8 countries of the world 
showed that homicide rates were consistently higher in 
rural and non-industrial countries, thus indicating 
that economic development was negatively related to the 
rate of homicide. Among countries of the modernized 
world, however, Gastil observed in 1971 that the
h,United States had the highest homicide rate.
This trend of a high and increasing incidence of 
homicides in the United States has been documented in 
the Uniform Crime Reports published by the Federal
*5Bureau of Investigation.
It was estimated that the number of murders 
increased from 1^,680 in 19^9 to 20,600 in 197^, —  
representing a jump of 5,920 murders or *K) percent 
during the five year period. A high proportion of the
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murders in 1974 occurred in the southern states (43 
percent), followed by the north central states (24 
percent), the northeastern states (18 percent) and the 
western states (15 percent). Male victims outnumbered 
female victims, three to one, black victims and white 
victims were about even, 50 to 48, and victims in the 
20 - 29 age group were preponderant (three out of ten).
Gastil's study of homicide rates in the United 
States indicated that racial composition of the 
population in the north and south of the United States 
account for more of the variation in homicide rates than 
other factors such as education, age, income and percent 
of urbanization. He concluded that there was a signi­
ficant relationship between high murder rates and 
residence in the south and ascribed this to differences 
between the north and the south observable before the 
Civil War.
7Pettigrew and Spier' attempted to account for 
differences among selected states in terms of a 
variety of ecological variables. The authors 
anticipated that Negro homicide rates would be positively 
related to the state’s general traditions of violence,
36
the amounts of Negro in-migration to the state and the 
state's degrees of family disorganization, and 
negatively related to the state's socioeconomic level 
of the Negro population.
Pettigrew and Spier's study was based on 26 states 
which included 89.6 percent of the country's blacks in 
1950, with blacks comprising at least 97 percent of the 
non-white population in these states. The authors 
found that a prominent factor in Negro homicide was 
simply the homicidal cultures, as measured by white 
homicidal rates, in which the various state populations 
of Negroes were reared. This coincided with Shannon's 
finding, which stressed the importance of cultural 
traditions for homicide. They also found that a 
considerable amount of historical evidence indicated 
that this traditional patterning of outwardly directed 
aggression stemmed from features of frontier life that 
persisted in some areas, such as the South, longer than 
in others. Despite the fact that with increased 
industrialization the South has been less violent, the 
region still holds a somewhat different attitude than
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other Americans on such topics as firearms, as 
evidenced by a 1959 opinion poll in which 53 percent 
of the Southern sample felt it should be legal for 
private citizens to have loaded weapons in their homes, 
as compared with 42 percent of Westerners, 35 percent 
of Northerners, and 33 percent Midwesterners who were 
in favor. The high homicide rates in Texas and Florida, 
states undergoing sweeping changes in the last few 
decades with a large influx of out-of-state whites, 
suggests, according to the authors, an interesting 
hypothesis that swift social change may be triggering 
conditions for making more manifest a developed 
homicidal culture.
The same suthors further observed that states in 
the South had below average rates for Negro homicide 
(though not as low as some eastern states like New 
York and Connecticut) because they had a largely 
native-born Negro population. This contrasted 
sharply with the above-average Negro homicide rates 
for states in the North which had a constant influx of 
migrants from the South with a large percentage of
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their Negroes being b o m  out-of-state. Moreover, the 
most common age range of Negroes moving out of the 
South and into the North was precisely the same range 
with the greatest homicide rate: 18 to 35 years old.
Pettigrew and Spier, in conclusion, stated that 
"... It might well be that the Negro turns to homicide 
because he is often a product of a region with violent 
tradition, and because he is often a migrant in a new 
and threatening environment that makes it difficult for 
him to throw off this cultured prediliction for homicide." 
Studies of Criminal Homicides in Metropolitan Areas
Studies of criminal homicides have been conducted 
in selected metropolitan areas —  Wolfgang in 
Philadelphia, Voss and Hepburn in Chicago, Mumford in 
Atlanta and Bullock, Pokoray and Lundsgaarde in 
Houston. These studies focused on selected 
characteristics of the criminal acts, the victims and 
the accused.
OWolfgang conducted one of the most comprehensive 
studies of criminal homicides in Philadelphia during 
the period from 19^8 through 1952. In this study, he
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analyzed the characteristics of 588 victims and 621 
offenders. His findings revealed that 73 percent of 
the victims and 75 percent of the offenders were 
Negroes. It is noteworthy to mention that, in 1950, 
Philadelphia8s Negroes comprised only 18 percent of 
the population. Of the total victims, 78 percent 
were males compared to 2k percent females; of the 
offenders, 82 percent were males and 18 percent females. 
Considering age, the highest number of offenders was 
observed to be between 20 and 2k years of age (13 
percent) with the next highest being in the age group 
25 - 29 years (12 percent). As for victims, the highest 
percentages were found in two age groupings, 25 - 29 
and 30 - 3 k years (10 percent each), and the next 
highest in the age group of 35 - 39 years (9 percent). 
This revealed that offenders, as a group, were between 
five and ten years younger than victims.
With regard to the method of inflicting death, 
Wolfgang observed that of the 588 criminal deaths, 39 
percent were due to stabbings, 33 percent shootings,
22 percent beatings and 6 percent other methods.
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Negro victims were stabbed to death 47 percent of the 
time, while White victims were beaten to death 42 
percent of the time. In other words, Negroes were 
beaten to death only one-third as often as they were 
stabbed, and whites were stabbed with a piercing 
instrument only one-third as often as they were beaten. 
The use of a pistol or revolver was highest in the 
younger and older age groups of offenders. The 
incidence of homicide by small firearms was high (36 
percent) for offenders under 20 years of age, 
decreasing between ages 20 - 49, and reaching another 
high (37 percent) for ages 50 - 59.
The relationship of month, sex and race of 
victims showed a peak incidence of 11 percent in May 
and 10 percent in September, with the highest 
proportions of Negro males falling victim in 
September (12 percent), Negro females in August (13 
percent) white males in May (14 percent), and white 
females in August (16 percent). These data showed no 
consistent pattern of the occurrence of criminal 
homicide by month of year.
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In regard to the place where the offense occurred, 
Wolfgang’s study revealed that highways were the most 
dangerous place for criminal homicides to occur. He 
referred to the highways as public streets, alleys, or 
fields. Male offenders tended to kill male victims more 
often in the street, while women offenders killed women 
victims most often in the kitchen. Female victims were 
killed by female offenders with butcher knives in the 
kitchen, or by beatings in the bedroom. It was also 
found that 84 percent of all female offenders slew 
males and 87 percent of all female victims were slain 
by males.
Regarding the victim-offender relationship in 
criminal homicide, Wolfgang revealed that 59 percent 
of the males, and 84 percent of the females belonged 
to primary groups. In 94 percent of the cases, the 
victim and offender were members of the same race, and 
in 64 percent they were of the same sex. From this 
study, it was evident that a victim-offender relation­
ship was predominant among members of the same race 
and sex.
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Homicides within the same race and sex were more 
frequent than between races and sexes. Intra-racial 
homicides out numbered inter-racial homicides 15.2 to 
1, and intra-sex out-stripped inter-sex homicides 1.8 
to 1. Victims were killed more frequently by males of 
their own race, and less by females of another race.
Time of day played a significant role in criminal 
homicide in Wolfgang's study. His study of time was 
divided into four six-hour periods. The most pre­
dominant time that criminal homicides occurred was 
between the hours 8:00 P.M. and 2:00 A.M., 50 percent 
of all homicides being reported during this period.
The second predominant time was between the hours 
2:00 A.M. to 8:00 A.M., with 25 percent of the homicides 
occurring during these hours of the day. No significant 
differences were found by race and sex with regard to 
these times of occurrence.
Voss and Hepburn's study of 395 victims and 429 
offenders of criminal homicide in Chicago in a one- 
year period (1965) was a replication of Wolfgang's 
work. Their study revealed that 80 percent of the
victims were nonwhite and 22 percent white. There 
were 79 percent nonwhite offenders compared to 21 
percent white offenders. Male victims constituted 
7^ percent compared to 26 percent female victims.
Male offenders were 83 percent while female offenders 
were 17 percent.
According to race and sex of the victim, nonwhite 
males represented 57 percent compared to 21 percent 
nonwhite female victims. White males represented 17 
percent compared to 5 percent white female victims.
Race and sex of the offenders revealed that 6^ percent 
were nonwhite males compared to 15 percent nonwhite 
females. White males represented 19 percent compared 
to 2 percent white female offenders.
Voss and Hepburn1s study corroborated Wolfgang's 
work in that the most predominant method of inflicting 
death was shootings (50 percent), followed by stabbings 
(28 percent).
Homicide rates in Atlanta were compared by Mumford 
et al10 over the decade beginning 1961-62 and ending 
1971-72 considering factors of race, sex, place of
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occurrence, relationship of the victim and assailant, 
and the weapon used, and focusing on the victims of 
homicide, rather than the assailants.
Significant increases in the homicide rates per 
100,000 inhabitants were observed over the decade 
studied for Atlantans 16 years and older. Increases 
were observed for both whites (from 0.7 to 2.1) and 
blacks (from 4.7 to 9.9). The rate for black males 
increased from 8.1 to 18.0, for white males from 0.9 
to 3 . 5 , for black females from 2.0 to 3 A ,  and for 
white females from 0.6 to 0.9. In both 1961-62 and 
1971-72, regardless of race, the highest proportion of 
homicide victims was among males 20 - 59 years of age.
Homicides occurring in the home doubled for both 
blacks and whites over the ten-year period. Black 
victims increased from 80 to 224 and white victims 
increased from 25 to 45. In 1971-1972, 66 percent of 
black victims were killed at home (87 percent of these 
by relatives or acquaintances), as were 55 percent of 
white victims (84 percent by relatives or acquaintances). 
For homicides occurring in public, the rate for whites 
increased fivefold (0.17 to 0.96) while the rate for
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blacks doubled (1.4 to 3.3). In 1971-72, 55 percent 
of whites killed in public were killed by relatives or 
acquaintances.
The use of firearms in white homicides increased 
from a rate of 0.3 in 1961-1962 (48 percent of white 
homicides) to 1.6 in 1971-1972 (74 percent of white 
homicides). In black homicides, the use of firearms 
increased from a rate of 2.9 (62 percent of black 
homicides) to 7.6 (77 percent of black homicides). In 
both periods, black homicides occurred more often on 
the weekend than during the rest of the week (there 
was no weekend increase in white homicides), and 
homicides in the home and in public also occurred more 
often on the weekend.
Compared to 1961-1962, there was a significant 
increase by 1971-1972 in inter-racial homicides. One 
white was killed by a black in 196I-I962 (rate of 0.02), 
while 20 whites were killed by blacks in 1971-1972 
(rate of 0*. 5). No blacks were killed by whites in 
1961-1962, but six blacks were killed by whites in 
1971-1972 (rate of 0.2). Of all white victims of
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homicides in 1971-1972, approximately 20 percent of 
them were killed by blacks.
In summary, Mumford found three important trends 
among homicide victims over the decade, namely large 
increases in homicide rates for residents of both 
races, a relative shift in the place of occurrence of 
homicides for white Atlantans from the home to public 
places, and an increase in the frequency with which
homicides were committed with firearms.
11Bullock , citing the data on criminal homicides 
in Houston over a five year period from 1945 through 
1949, argues for the development of a theory 
emphasizing the dynamic relations between unorganized 
areas and criminal behavior. Taking issue with the 
static picture of the relationship between crime and 
characteristics of areas in research that is "... 
mainly concerned with the spatial patterns made by 
crime rates when cast on city maps ...," or the 
";... causal relations between crime and select 
socio-economic variables of census tracts or sub- 
communities of large cities ...," Bullock maintains
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that neither of these approaches presents a suitable 
theory "... to explain the manner in which criminal 
areas are dynamically correlated with criminal conduct 
Bullock, therefore, set about to formulate a 
theory to explain the systematic connection between 
homicides and the places where they occurred.
Bullock's study of 4-89 homicides in Houston 
showed that the central business district had the 
highest concentration of homicides; though containing 
only 32 percent of the population over twenty years 
of age, it had 71 percent of the homicide cases.
Moreover, inside this area, over 87 percent of the 
homicides occurred within the vicinity of specific 
streets— West Dallas, Dowling, Lyons, and Preston —  
or within eight blocks of these streets. He concluded 
that although particular census tracts formed the 
general locale for homicide incidents, the strategic 
spots for this type of crime were found on particular 
streets and on the corners made by their intersection 
with others.
These areas possessed socio-economic characteristics
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which engendered homicidal behavior:
(1) Marked degree of physical deterioration —  
area possessed only %  percent of the city's dwelling 
units, but 54 percent were built in 1919 and earlier, 
and 63 percent were in need of repairs;
(2) Their special population composition was 
dominated by members of a particular race— this area 
contained 63 percent of the city's Negro population 
and 35 percent of the city's Spanish-American 
population;
(3) The inhabitants were employed in lower level 
occupations— the area had 47 percent of the city's gain­
fully employed, (but 6? percent of these workers were 
laborers and domestic servants) and 54 percent of the 
city's unemployed;
(4) The residents had low education levels—  
the area had 39 percent of the city's population 25 
years of age and over, but 63 percent of those of the 
city who were below fifth grade in schooling.
Taking five independent variables (percent 
dwellings needing repair, percent laborers and domestics,
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median educational level, percent Negro population, 
percent unemployed) into consideration, Bullock 
inferred from the data that these characteristics 
which were used to differentiate between high and low 
homicide areas, were sufficiently dependable to 
predict the rate of homicide occurrence in each tract 
within the margin of a reasonable error. He concluded 
that:
(1) most urban homicides were inter-racial;
(2) the assailant and victim lived near each 
other— average of less than a mile (70 percent lived 
less than two miles apart and 33 percent at the same 
address or within the same block);
(3) there was a similar degree of proximity 
between the assailant or victim on the one hand and 
the place of occurrence on the other —  more than 74- 
percent of the assailants and 8 percent of the victims 
lived less than two miles from the point of fatal 
conflict.
The researcher further found that 70 percent of 
the crimes occurred in taverns and eating places, 24
percent occurred during holiday seasons, over 84 
percent occurred during Fridays, Saturdays, and 
Sundays, most occurred at night (72 percent between 
6:00 P.M. and 6:00 A.M.), in 87 percent of the cases 
the victim and assailant knew each other, and the three 
most common patterns of conflict were arguments 
originating out of a variety of situations, such as 
(a) gambling and drinking (b) love triangles, and 
(c) marital discord.
The conclusion drawn by Bullock was that the basic 
ecological process of urban segregation centralizes 
people of like kind, throws them together at common 
institutions, occasions their association on levels 
of intimacy, and thereby paves the way for conflicts 
out of which homicides occur.
Pokomy compared the data on criminal homicides 
in Houston during the period March 15 through December 
31, 1961 with Wolfgang's findings for Philadelphia.
His data were based on 430 offenders and 425 victims 
and related to their age, sex and r-ace, and to the 
time and place of occurrence of the crime and method
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of inflicting death.
Significant differences observed by Pokorny were 
that (a) criminal homicides in Houston were twice as 
many as those in Philadelphia; (b) a smaller pro­
portion of the crimes was committed by Negroes,
(c) twice as many crimes were due to shootings (66 
percent compared to 33 percent), and (d) a slightly 
higher proportion of the murders (58 percent compared 
to 49 percent) occurred away from home.
Lundsgaarde1-̂, advocating a cultural perspective 
on homicidal behavior, analyzed homicidal episodes in 
Houston for the year 1969 by focusing attention on the 
killer and victim relationship. He observed that 
homicides occurred most frequently on weekends and 
between the hours of 6:00 P.M. and 2:00 A.M., and 
inferred that these are the times most people find 
opportunities to congregate and interact socially.
It was observed that relatively large numbers of 
killers and victims fell into the broad age range of 
18 to 50 years, and that most killers were first-time 
offenders who are not motivated by economic gain,
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which would suggest that motivational factors should 
be bought in the interpersonal relationships of 
intimates. Lundsgaarde further observed that the 
presence of weapons, particular firearms, serves to 
increase the propensity toward homicide„ In conclusion, 
Lundsgaarde views the culture concept as allowing us 
to see interpersonal violence as a form of behavior 
that is not only learned but one that is shaped in 
many different and subtle ways by cultural values, 
value orientations, beliefs, attitudes, and everyday 
norms of interpersonal conduct.
Selected Factors Associated With Criminal Homicide
The act of criminal homicide may be construed as 
a sociological and psychological phenomenon. It is 
the convergence at one point in time of a multiplicity 
of factors that directly or indirectly cause its 
occurrence. By the same token, the commission of a 
murderous act triggers far-reaching social conse­
quences. This section of the literature review deals 
with selected socio-cultural factors, personal traits 
of offenders, and the issues of gun control and the
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judicial process as they relate to criminal homicides.
Socio-cultural factors; In a study of cultural 
patterns and homicides in the United States, Brearley1^ 
indicated the possibility that certain patterns may be 
related to higher rates of homicide. He based this 
inference on the finding that a homicide is often an 
indication of a social group with mores or social 
standards which are antagonistic to the larger society.
This line of thinking appears to be corroborated 
1  *5by Henry and Short '  who observed that strong external 
restraints and rigid status distinctions in a social 
system can lead to aggressive, and consequently, 
homicidal behavior. The authors indicated that the 
strength of external restraint, the degree to which 
behavior is required to conform to the demands and 
expectations of other persons, varies positively with 
the strength of the relational system and inversely 
with position in the status hierachy. Consequently, 
a person involved in intense social interaction with 
another person is required to conform to the demands 
and expectations imposed as a condition of the
relationship, while a person of low status is required 
to conform to the demands and expectations of persons 
of higher status merely by virtue of his low status.
The authors found that homicide rates were higher 
among the low-status Negroes compared to the high-status 
whites. They pointed to this finding to support their 
explanation of aggressive behavior, which, when external 
restraint was weak, was self-directed. However, when 
external restraint was strong, as in a low status-high 
status confrontation, aggression caused by frustration 
was directed against another person.
Wood‘d  added an important dimension to Henry and 
Short's theory by indicating that it is "...not 
objective external restraint per sef but conditions 
subjectively defined as undesirable, i.e., stressful 
or frustrating, that are proposed as the basis for 
high rates of homicide ..." He applied the concept of 
subjective external restraint in his study of murder 
in Ceylon. He indicated that a positive relationship 
between low status and criminal homicide depends upon 
a person's commitment to an achievement or the
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threatening or denial of his ascribed status. Thus, 
low status in a social system based on achievement is 
more restraining than low status in a social system 
based on ascription. Addressing the causal connection 
between subjective external restraint and criminal 
homicide, Wood concluded that low status is related 
to criminal homicide inasmuch as a system of norms 
and values sanctioning the use of violence exists 
mainly among low-status groups or individuals 
experiencing subjective external restraint. As a 
result, low-status groups or individuals experiencing 
subjective external restraint are more likely to 
internalize attitudes supporting violence, and there­
by exhibit high rates of criminal homicide.
1 7Gold ' questioned a number of Henry and Short's 
assumptions regarding the sociological and psycholo­
gical antecedents of suicide and homicide, and 
indicated child-rearing links which mediated between 
social structural variables and intrapersonal 
determinants or behavior. He maintained that the 
socialization process should be examined when
studying the expression of aggression in a society.
According to Gold, Henry and Short's thesis 
that the more externally restrained lower status 
individuals commit murder, while the less externally 
restrained upper-class persons more often commit suicide 
follows Durkheim's line of thinking that individuals 
involved in more intimate social relationships are 
more externally restrained. Hence, married people 
and reural dwellers, who are more subject to external 
restraints, are therefore more likely to prefer 
homicide to suicide than single or divorced people 
and urbanites.
Gold debated Henry and Short's core assumption 
that members of higher-status categories are less 
restrained externally than their lower-status counter­
parts, and felt that behavioral restraints, specifically 
limits imposed on expression or aggression, should be 
considered rather than simply examining status position. 
Punishment often takes the form of physical punishment 
(usually employed by lower-class parents) and psycholo­
gical punishment (usually employed by upper-class 
parents), and the type of punishment inflicted on the
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child usually affects the child's viewpoint toward 
violence. Physical punishment causes him to act 
violently toward others, while psychological punish­
ment causes him to inflict violence on himself.
Gold, however, agreed with Henry and Short that 
white urbanites, and army officers demonstrated a 
greater preference for suicide than non-whites, rural 
dwellers and enlisted men, though he felt women, 
instead of men had a greater preference for suicide.
-l oPokorny also showed that suicides and attempted 
suicides were low among Negroes.
Comparing whites and non-whites by occupation, 
Lalli and Turner"^ observed that homicide rates were 
higher among the unskilled and lower class regardless 
of race. With regard to suicide, white males showed 
a similar tendency by occupational level, but among 
non-white males, suicide rates were generally lower and 
did not vary by occupation.
Zahn^ reported that, from 19&9 " 72, Philadelphia 
drug users were increasingly the victims of homicide, 
and black males using illegal drugs were a decided
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risk. This was ascribed to the existence of a sub­
culture of violence as identified by Wolfgang and 
21Ferricutti and the use of drugs by members of the 
subculture, and secondly, to the high transactional 
risk for drug users in a society where drug-use is 
illegal. This notion of transactional risks according 
to Zahn may be used to augment the "subculture of 
violence" explanation, especially when trying to 
explain murder.
Comparing drug-using and non-drug using female 
homicide victims in Philadelphia for the years 1969- 
73, the same author found support for two hypotheses; 
(1) females who are participants in the collective 
life of drug users run greater risk of being killed 
than women who are not similarly involved, (2) drug- 
using females die more frequently in drug-related 
contexts (for example, arguments over drugs, in 
illegal pursuits) than in traditional family-related 
ways.
22Selected personal traits of offenders: Tanay
approached the study of homicide from the point of
59
view of a psychiatric clinician. Using data from the 
evaluation of approximately 100 homicide offenders 
he classified homicidal behavior into three categories, 
ego-syntonic, ego-dystonic (dissociative), and 
psychotic homicides.
An ego-syntonic homicide is one that is willfully 
committed for the purpose of fulfilling a consciously 
acceptable wish. An ego-dystonic homicide is one that 
occurs against the conscious wishes of the perpetrator, 
usually carried out in an altered state of consciousness, 
often without conscious awareness or motivation. The 
concept of dissociation is essential to understanding 
ego-dystonic homicide. The term ''dissociation", 
introduced by Janet, describes a mental state in which 
a part of the psychic structure is split off from the 
rest of the personality and is analogous to fainting 
in physiology. Menninger described this state as 
"ego-rupture" and pointed out that it is the result 
of being placed in situations of insoluble conflict. . 
Homicide resulting from dissociative behavior 
represents a resolution of a conflict extending over
a period of time and maintained primarily on an 
unconscious level. This type of homicide involves 
an overcontrolling superego of the perpetrator, a 
sadomasochistic relationship between the victim and 
the perpetrator, the occurrence of an altered state 
of consciousness, and the presence of a weapon. The 
third category of homicide are killings associated 
with psychotic states. Tanay observed, however, that 
the incidence of homicide among psychotics was rather 
rare.
Since ego-syntonic and psychotic homicides 
represent a small percentage of homicides in our 
culture, Tanay arrived at some conclusions as to how 
to prevent dissociative homicides. Prevention involved 
the systematic application of knowledge designed to 
eliminate or minimize the factors leading to a morbid 
condition and its complications. The easiest to control 
of the four factors involved in dissociative homicide 
was the availability of the weapon. He pointed out 
that the National Commission on the Causes and 
Prevention of Violence concluded that the fatality
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rate of firearms1 attacks was five times greater than 
that of attacks with knives. Since 1900, 800,000 
Americans or 17,000 each year, have been killed by 
privately-owned firearms. Tanay observed that while 
there was at the time no widespread acceptance of the 
fact that the possession of firearms exposed the owner 
to the risk of committing involuntary dissociative 
homicide, many homicides could be prevented is such 
awareness existed on the part of physicians, 
psychiatrists, and law enforcement personnel.
McKnight^-^ reported the findings of a study 
of 100 mentally ill homicide cases admitted during 
the thirty-year period to Oak Ridge, a maximum 
security division of the Ontario Hospital, 
Penetanguishene. Fifty-five percent of the patients 
were found to be unfit to stand trial and 27 percent 
were found not guilty by reason of insanity.
One-fourth of the cases came from broken child­
hood homes, and another.one-fourth had a history of 
family mental illness. Nearly one-half had a history 
suggestive of a previously existing mental illness.
Fifty-seven percent were diagnosed as suffering from 
schizophrenia (40 percent of all cases had the paranoia 
type of schizophrenia). Others suffered from manic 
depressive or involutional conditions (7 cases, 
paranoia (4 cases), pathological personality (6 cases), 
epilepsy (3 cases), with other diagnostic categories 
accounting for an additional 13 cases.
In 49 percent of the cases, the victim was a 
member of the patient’s family, and 4l percent of the 
67 victims were either wives or children, usually 
wives; of the children killed, 13 were killed along 
with the wife.
The 51 patients who committed homicide on other- 
than-family members accounted for 69 victims. Eighteen 
victims were close personal friends, 13 lived in the 
same house or were neighbors, and 10 were fellow 
workers. Ten of the other victims were acquaintances 
of the killer and 18 were strangers.
About 60 percent of the offenders were Canadian 
born. Thirty-nine percent were Roman Catholics, 50 
percent were members of the major Protestant denomi­
nations, and the remaining 11 percent belonged to other
religious groups. Approximately 50 percent had been 
employed as laborers throughout their lives and the 
rest had worked at jobs requiring varying degrees of 
skill and responsibility. Fifty-two percent of the 
offenders were single, 4-1 percent married, and 7 
percent were separated.
Fifty-seven percent had not completed grammar 
school, 17 percent had completed grammar school, and 
21 percent had completed a few grades of high school. 
Five percent had attended some college, 20 percent had 
bright, normal intelligence or above, and an equal 
proportion had below normal intelligence.
Twenty-seven percent had one or more convictions 
prior to the charge which led to their hospitalization, 
on charges ranging from vagrancy, through breaking, 
entering and theft, to assault. About one-fifth of 
the offenders had been drinking at the time of the 
offense, though few, if any, were drunk, and one fifth 
of the patients had made previous threats that the 
offense might take place.
Most offenses were committed when the perpetrator
was in the 3-34 age group, followed by the 15-19 age 
group. Attacks on wives or children were most often 
committed by the 30-34 age group, and attacks on 
other family members (parents or siblings) were most 
prevalent in the 15-19 age group. Attacks on strangers 
were most often perpetrated by the 15-19 age group.
The peak months for the homicides were February, 
March and April, with a high in March. The fewest 
homicides were committed in May, June and July. The 
fewest number of the attacks occurred on Tuesday, and 
the peak time for the murders was in the late morning 
and in the late afternoon.
Over two-thirds1s of the attacks took place in 
the home of the victim, the patient, or both, and many 
of the remaining one-third took place on property 
adjacent to the home. Of those occurring in the home, 
approximately 40 percent occurred in the bedroom and 
an additional 25 percent in the kitchen.
Shooting was the most common method of attack 
(41 cases) followed by stabbing (15 cases). In 70 
percent of the cases, the offenders made no attempt to
escape and 17 percent informed the police, physicians,
or relatives, after the act.
24Gillin studied the family background and 
personal history of 90 murderers at the Wisconsin 
State Prison at Waupen, and compared them to their 
brothers.
With regard to family background, he found that 
56 percent of the murderers were raised on a farm. 
Seventy-two percent of the families participated in 
church activities and 53 percent in recreational 
activities. In seven out of ten cases the murderer 
cams f ro m unfavorable home conditions: for example,
mothers worked in almost twice as many cases as the 
average for all the mothers in the U.S. The murderer 
was 34 times as kikely to be born a Negro, and 11 times 
as likely to be born an Indian, as to be born a white, 
and he stood one-and-a-half chances to one of being 
born in the home of a foreign-born parent. The 
chances were three in five that he and his brothers 
and sisters contributed to the family income before 
age 14, causing him to drop out of school much sooner
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than other children. He stood not more than one 
chance in two of feeling that his parents were 
affectionate towards him, and in at least one case 
in five he felt that his parents were cruel, fault­
finding, moody, domineering, or indifferent. There 
was one chance in three that his family had a history 
of intemperance, one chance in six that his family 
had a history of insanity, epilepsy, mental defect, 
or queerness, and one chance in four that there was 
some type of pathological condition in his family.
With regard to their personal history, on the 
average, most of the murderers were sentenced to 
state prison for life at the age of 32. They had about 
the same amount of education as the other prisoners 
in the U.S. committed for grave homicide. Although 
bora in a farm family, they had less than one chance 
in seven of being farmers at the time they committed 
the crimes. They were skilled or unskilled laborers 
in seven cases out of ten. Two-thirds of them did 
not have an institutional experience. Only 2 out of 
22 cases had been in jail before, 1 in 46 had been
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in prison or industrial school or reformatory, and 
2 out of 23 had been in both workhouses and prison.
Less than one-half had been in court or arrested 
before. One-third were single, one out of eight 
divorced and seven percent were widowed. Of the 42 
married murderers in the study, 18 had killed their 
wives. Forty percent of the married murderers had 
no children, while the remaining 60 percent had from 
one to eight children. Two out of every five 
murderers had committed the murder in connection 
with some other crime, one in five as a result of 
quarrels, and two in five as the result of longstanding 
marital difficulties or a long-time grudge. One-fourth 
of the murders were committed by perpetrators who were 
either insane at the time or became insame after 
incarceration. A little less than one-third had an
I.Q. of over 70.
Making fraternal comparisons, Gillin observed that 
the murderers differed from their brothers in that they 
left school earlier, had a full-time job before age 14 
in significantly greater numbers, remained on the job
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for more than a year in smaller numbers, felt that
they were more favored by someone in the family,
exhibited greater marital disharmony, were less
well educated than their wives, and showed greater
appreciation of their mothers than did their brothers,
2 6Clark , commenting on crime in America, discussed 
the type of relationship between victims and accused, 
and found that 85 percent of all murders occurred 
within the family or among acquaintances. He also 
observed that crimes of passion were most common, and 
the most feared murder was that by a mad killer or a 
stranger.'
26Goodwin studied the association of alcoholism 
and/or excessive drinking with homicide. He quoted 
the findings of Larusfron and McKnight that only 12 
percent of the murderers who were mental cases were 
severely intoxicated at the time of the murder, and 
observed that the greater frequency of homicides on 
Friday and Saturday nights may possibly be connected 
with drinking of larger amounts among the lower classes. 
However, Goodwin feels that other factors play a
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decisive role in the commission of a homicide than 
alcohol intoxication alone, contending that 
alcoholics commit homicide less often than non­
alcoholic lower-class men who on certain occasions, 
such as Saturday nights, drink to excess,,
Selected social issues: An important issue
facing U.S. society is gun control legislation. The 
National Commission on Reform of Federal Criminal Laws 
has recommended that the production and possession of 
handguns be banned and that the registration of all 
firearms be required. The gun control lobby in the 
U.S. Congress and among the public has to contend with 
the basic right of the individual as guaranteed under 
the constitution to bear firearms. Escalation of 
criminal acts causes both segments of society to raise 
their voices and exert influence to impose their points 
of view.
Fisher*^ studied the role of firearms on homicide 
in Detroit for the period 1961-73 and observed that 
a major portion of the increase in the homicide rate 
could be attributed to an increase in handgun murders.
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Firearm availability accounted for one-quarter of the 
rise in homicides.
Fisher cited conflicting evidence concerning the 
relationship between homicide and the availability of 
firearms. Early studies of homicide in the 19208s 
and 308s noted the pervasive use of firearms as a 
killing
instrument.2^ ' 3 0 , 3 1  By COntrast, Krug-^2 attempted 
to demonstrate that there was an inverse relationship 
between the number of guns in circulation and the 
national homicide rate, and that gun control had no 
effect on homicide rates, while Wolfgang-'-' concluded 
in the Philadelphia study that there was no causal 
link between the homicide rate and the proportion of 
murders committed by firearms.
'ilLZimring'' opposed Wolfgang8s conclusions for the 
weakness of his assumptions, namely that the homicidal 
act resulted from a single-minded intent to kill, and 
that firearms are either no more lethal than or have 
properties that distinguish them from other potential 
weapons. Zimring's objections were supported by the
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U.S. Department of Justice's report-^ that firearms
are four to seven times more lethal than other weapons.
On the subject of gun control laws as related to
criminal violence, Murray-^ found no relationship,
while Geisel, Roll and Wettick-^ and Seitz-^ reported
that the severity of gun controls was inversely related
to the number of homicides by firearms and to the total
homicide rate, suggesting that fewer guns in circulation
were associated with fewer .murders.
Judge Edwards-^ who served as Police Chief in
Detroit from 1965-68, and was a member of the National
Commission on Reform of Federal Criminal Laws, argued
for gun control legislation by pointing out that the
bulk of handguns used in homicides in Detroit were not
knregistered. Danto substantiated this observation 
in his report of violent deaths in Detroit in 1969 by 
indicating that in the case of suicides, 73 percent of 
the handguns were registered while, in the case of 
homicides, only 22 percent were registered.
In attempting to establish the need for gun 
control legislation, Edwards contended that the following
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assumptions about current societal conditions are 
myths.
1. That present conditions in the U.S. justify 
the average citizen is living with a top 
priority fear of being murdered.
2. That most murderers are premeditated killers 
who kill for money.
3. That the most likely murderer is a stranger- 
particularly one of another race.
k . That one can protect oneself from murder by 
keeping a pistol handy.
Dispelling these myths, Edwards pointed out that 
a citizen's chance of being murdered (1 in 20,000) is 
much less than his chance of dying in an automobile 
accident (1 in ^-,000), and that the great majority of 
murders stem from high emotion (usually anger, fear, or 
jealousy) and are committed by someone closely related 
to or associated with the victim.
He further asserted that the possession of a 
handgun greatly increased the possibility that the 
owner or someone whom the owner loved would be killed
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with or as a result of that weapon. Edwards averred 
that if one was careful about the people with whom 
one associated, one’s chances of being murdered would 
improve ...from 1 in 20,000 to 1 in 60,000. As far 
as the one-third murders committed by strangers, Edwards 
stated that in the great majority of the murders the 
victim was killed only after he resisted the robber's 
demand. He further commented that in the overwhelming 
majority of homicides the victim and the assailant were 
of the same race.
The increase in crime in the United States has 
led to an increased number of requests for gun permits. 
Pro-firearm protagonists fall back on the constitu­
tionality without recognizing the rationale of 
responsibility. Some of their proposals have included 
psychological testing of prospective gun owners, 
screening of criminal or mentally unsound applicants, 
and training for gun owners.
Another issue that has been raised is the 
discrimination between races in the judicial process 
affecting the manner in which sentences are awarded.
4iIn studying this issue, Garfinkel obtained data from
death certificates and superior court records during 
an 11-year period, January 1, 1930 to December 31, 1940, 
and related inter- and intra-racial homicides to the 
judicial treatment meted out. The study was based on 
673 homicides, involving 821 offenders in 10 counties 
of North Carolina —  Alamance, Caswell, Chatham,
Durham, Granville, Guilford, Orange, Persen, Rocking­
ham and Wake. Three phases of the trial-indictment, 
charge and conviction —  were compared as to the race 
of the defendant and race of the victim.
Generalizations represented by the elements of the 
white courts' perceptions depending on the racial 
combinations of offender and victim were:
Negro victim and Negro defendant 
The character of the defendant was considered in 
defining the criminal act. The dominant attitude was 
—  did he enter a plea or do we have to try him? The 
court's secular ritual was considered sufficient.
White victim and White defendant 
Truest form of legal and moral justice was meted 
out by the courts. Criminality of the act and weight
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of evidence were of prime concern. The attitude was 
that the defendant was innocent until proven guilty.
White defendant and Negro victim
The Courts displayed a lack of the sentiments 
necessary for accomplishing true justice. More concern 
was shown for the white defendant than for the negro 
victim. No cases of White vs. Negro were convicted 
of first degree murder. All of them were reduced to 
a lesser plea.
Negro defendant and White victim
The trial depicted the sacred trust being adminis- - 
tered in the eyes of a white moral code, "justice must 
be done," "murder is a most heinous crime." Thirty 
percent of al Negro vs. White cases carried convictions 
of first degree murder.
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A fundamental premise governing the study was that 
the pattern of criminal homicide in New Orleans would 
generally follow the patterns described by various 
researchers in their studies of homicide in selected 
U.S. cities, and that the significant relationships, 
observed between the characteristics of victims and 
offenders as related to the manifestations of the 
criminal acts would be largely corroborated. Following 
this line of thinking, the study was designed to collect 
and analyze data that would permit such comparisons.
In addition to this premise, one of the objectives of 
the study was to recommend suitable measures for 
alleviating the problem of criminal homicide. As such, 
relevant information sources were reviewed to gather 




The data for this study were obtained from the 
Record Room of the Homicide Division of the New Orleans 
Police Department. Piles covering cases of criminal 
homicide during the years 1971-73 were examined, and 
relevant information on ^37 victims and 520 offenders 
was abstracted. The data were obtained in 197^ with 
the assistance of detectives in the Homicide Division 
and with the permission of the Assistant Superintendent 
of Police.
The data gathered by the above procedure covered 
selected personal characteristics of the victims and 
offenders, and certain descriptive features of the 
homicides.
Hypotheses
A major hypothesis established in the study 
related to the second objective stated in Chapter I, 
page 23. Stated in null form, it was hypothesized 
that no statistically significant relationship 
existed between the race, sex or age of the victim 
and of the accused and selected descriptive features
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of the crimes. Each of these features constituted a 
sub-hypothesis of the major hypothesis, and twelve 
null hypotheses were stipulated to the effect that 
there would be no statistically significant relation­
ship between the following selected features of the 
criminal homicides in New Orleans and the race, sex 
and age of the victim and of the accused.
1. Year of occurrence.
2. Season of year of occurrence.
3. Time of day.
4. Police district.
5. Type of neighborhood.
6. Racial composition of neighborhood.
7. Economic status of the accused’s residential 
section.
8. Site of crime.
9. Victim - accused relationship.
10. Method of inflicting death.
11. Motive for the crime.
12. Judicial disposition of the homicide cases.
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Analysis of Data
The data were analyzed to meet the objectives 
of the study, and in so doing, to also test the 
several null hypotheses established.
Frequency distributions were run to describe the 
pattern of criminal homicides, which included profiles 
of the crimes as well as of the victims and of the 
accused.
The null hypotheses regarding the race and sex 
of the victims and offenders and features of the 
crimes were tested with the chi-square statistic. 
Analysis of variance procedure was used to test the 
null hypotheses on the relationship between age of 
victims and offenders and features of the crimes.
The .25 level of probability was adopted to 
denote statistically significant differences. Both 
significant and non-significant levels were indicated 
for the various relationships studied.
CHAPTER IV 
ANALYSIS OP DATA
The data gathered in the study were analyzed 
according to the stipulated objectives, and the ana­
lyses presented in the following manner:
1. Profiles of the homicides, the victims and 
accused.
2. Relationships between selected character­
istics of the victims and accused.
3. Relationships between selected descriptive 
features of the homicides and race, sex and age of 
the victims and accused.
Profile of the Homicides
A total of 584 cases of homicide were recorded 
in the City of New Orleans during the three-year 
period, 1971-73*
The number of accused involved was 734, and 
601 persons died as a result.
In most cases (479 or 81 percent) there was only 
one accused. Two persons were accused in 50 cases
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(nine percent), 3 persons in 26 cases (five percent), 
and 4-9 persons in 11 cases (two percent). For 18 
cases, data on the number of accused was not available.
In contrast, a single victim was involved in 573 
cases (81 percent), two victims in eight cases, three 
victims in two cases, and as many as six victims in 
one case.
Time element: One hundred sixty-five cases were 
reported in 1971, 191 in 1972, and 238 in 1973, re­
flecting an increase of 16 percent in 1972 over 1971, 
and 25 percent in 1973 over 1972.
In regard to the time of year at which the homi­
cides occurred, there was a fairly even distribution 
throughout the twelve months over the three-year 
period. Maximum number of crimes was reported in 
the month of December (11 percent) and the minimum
number in June (6 percent). During the remaining 
months, the proportion of cases was seven or eight 
percent.
Two-thirds of the homicides occurred in the
evening and night hours from 6 P.M. to 6 A.M., and 
the remaining one-third during daytime hours. Of 
those crimes that took place in the evening and night, 
a high proportion (60 percent) were from 9 P.M. to 
3 A.M. With respect to daytime murders, most of them 
occurred between 12 and 6 P.M.
Location: The city of New Orleans is divided into
eight areas for administration of police work. These 
areas, called police districts, were created accord­
ing to factors such as population density, high crime 
rates, and the number of calls for service other than 
of a criminal nature.
The First Police District is mostly commercial.
It covers the central business district comprising 
large department stores, hotels, restaurants, and 
bars, and the famous Vieux Carre and Bourbon Street.
The racial mix is 30 percent white and 70 percent 
black. There are single dwellings and duplexes for 
residences, and also a housing project. Small 
neighborhood bars and mechanic shops are to be found 
in the residential section. Most inhabitants of the
area work in the business district. A few trucking 
lines and warehouses are located in the area.
The Second Police District is mostly residential. 
The racial composition is approximately 60 percent 
white and *K) percent black. A low-income housing 
project within the Irish Channel has a 50 “ 50 racial 
mix. Many expensive, plantation-style homes are to 
be found, reminiscent of the Old South. A unique 
feature of this district is the fact that upper- 
middle and low-income neighborhoods blend into one 
another. Tulane, Loyola, and Dominican Universities 
are located in this district. Surrounding these 
universities are apartment complexes and single 
dwelling units inhabited mostly by whites of the 
upper and middle classes. Many small businesses, 
lounges, and bars may be found in the district.
The Third Police District is mostly middle- 
class or upper-class white (65 percent) with an all­
black St. Bernard low-income housing project. The 
largest city park in the United States is located in
this district; so outdoor recreation facilities are 
adequate. The University of New Orleans is also 
located in this district surrounded by expensive, 
upper-middle-class white housing.
The Fourth Police District is called Algiers and 
is located across the river. The racial mix is 50-50 
but there is a low income all-black subdivision. About 
one-third of the district is mixed residential middle 
class, but there are several all white, middle-class 
subdivisions. Playgrounds in the area are inadequate.
A navy base and naval hospital are located in this 
district.
The Fifth Police District is the largest in area 
and contains two large housing projects - the all­
black Desire project, and the Florida project, which 
is about 60 percent black, river-front warehouses, 
and the Port of Embarkation. Many small businesses 
line St. Claude Avenue. Besidents are principally 
blue collar, 40 percent being middle class.
The Sixth Police District is primarily black and 
contains some totally impoverished areas, including
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an all-black housing project. St. Charles Avenue, the 
main street in the District, has small stores and large 
office buildings. Residences are single dwelling, 
duplexes and apartments. Warehouses and repair shops 
abound, while play areas are minimal.
The Seventh Police District is primarily residen­
tial, with auto junkyards and mechanic shops along 
Highway 190, and the NASA plant and other government 
installations on Old Gentilly Highway. About 30 per­
cent of the land area is undeveloped. Residential 
subdivisions are predominantly white middle class. 
Playgrounds are found in the subdivisions, but recrea­
tion is primarily of the middle-class variety.
The Eighth Police District is mostly residential, 
with some warehouses, neighborhood bars, and grocery 
stores. The police headquarters complex is located 
in this district. The racial mix is almost even, 
consisting primarily of middle-class and blue collar 
workers. Recreation facilities consist of a few 
playgrounds.
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The distribution of homicides in the Police 
Districts for the three-year period by intensity of 











While race and socio-economic status may be 
involved in the high rates observed for the sixth and 
fifth police districts - primarily black and lower 
income - the trend does not hold for the remaining 
districts, as the homicide rate appears to fluctuate 
with a decreasing black population and increasing 
socio-economic status. It is possible, though the 
data for this were not available, that the homicides 
within each of the police districts could have been
concentrated more in the black neighborhoods and among 
the lower socio-economic groups.
The intermediate levels of homicide observed for 
the first district could perhaps be ascribed to the 
concentrated population in the central business district 
and to the night life in the area, while the second 
district, with a mix of socio-economic groups, ex­
perienced a lower level of homicide.
It was observed that 60 percent of the murders 
took place in a strictly residential neighborhood 
and another 20 percent in a partially residential area. 
One-half of these happened in the homes of the accused, 
victims, or other persons, the remaining one-half 
occurring in the streets of these residential neighbor­
hoods. The remaining 20 percent of the murders occur­
red in commercial (13 percent) or mixed commercial - 
residential neighborhoods. Two-thirds of these 
crimes took place in a bar, lounge, or business 
center, and the remaining one-third on the streets of 
these commercial/mixed commercial-residential areas.
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The crimes occurred in preponderantly all-black 
or mostly black neighborhoods (52 percent), with mixed 
white-black neighborhoods accounting for another 39 per­
cent. In contrast, only nine percent of the crimes 
occurred in all-white or mostly white neighborhoods. 
Since a majority of the accused and victims were 
black (75 percent), it would be expected that more 
crimes would have occurred in predominantly black 
neighborhoods.
Motive for crime: The motive of the accused for
committing the murders reflects the thinking and be­
havior of the accused and the relationship with the 
victim, as well as in certain cases the determination 
of motive as judged by the judicial process.
Of the 584 homicides reported in this study, the 
motive was either not determined or not available to 
the researcher in 101 cases. The adjudged motives 
for the remaining 483 murders were as follows:
Motive Number of Cases Percent of Total
Passion 163 33.8
Domestic trouble 81 16.8
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Justifiable homicide 71 14.7Armed robbery 54 11.2
Narcotics transaction 28 5.8




Method of infliction: In two-thirds of the cases,
the method of inflicting death was a handgun (387 
cases or 66 percent). Other methods were the use of 
a knife (97 cases or 16 percent); a rifle or shotgun 
(40 cases or 8 percent); and physical force (31 cases 
or 5 percent). In the remaining 29 cases, other methods 
such as pool cues, bricks, blunt instruments, statues, 
and unknown objects were used to cause death.
Disposition of Cases: A total of 166 cases, or 
28 percent of the 584 recorded homicide cases in the 
three-year period, had been disposed of through the 
judicial process and sentences awarded at the time 
the data for this study were collected. The concluded
cases received the following dispositions:




Referred to Juvenile Court 11
Case closed (murder-suicide) 11
Justifiable homicide 7
Killed in line of duty 1
Case closed (double murder) 1
Jail sentences:
1 - 5  years 19
6 - 1 0  years 14
11 - 15 years 12
16 - 20 years 4
21 - 25 years 1
25 " 30 years 0
3 1 - 3 5  years 1
Life 14
Natural Life 4
Profiles of the Victims and Accused
The victims were predominantly black (75 percent)
and male (83 percent) and averaged 32.^ years in age.
The accused were also predominantly black (83 percent)
and male (86 percent) but younger than their victims,
averaging 20 A  years in age.
More than half of the 505 accused on whom informa 
tion was available lived in the lower-class economic 
section (286 or 57 percent) of the city. Most of the 
remaining accused lived in a middle-class neighborhood 
(216 or 43 percent). Only three accused were living 
in an upper-class section at the time the homicide 
occurred. It could therefore be inferred that the 
accused were generally from middle- and lower-income 
groups in the community.
Relationships between Selected Characteristics of the 
Victims and Accused
Race of victim and r a c e , sex and age of accused 
(Table 1,2,3): When the victim was white, the
accused was white in about two-thirds of the homicides 
and black in the remaining one-third. However, when
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the victim was black, the tendency was for the 
accused to also be black (93 percent) rather than 
white (7 percent). This finding tends to corroborate 
research that homicides are primarily intra-racial, 
although in the case of white victims, there was a 
higher level of inter-racial homicide.
The relationship observed between the race of the 
victim and the race of the accused was statistically 
significant as shown by P <  .001, (See Table 1).
TABLE I
A COMPARISON OP THE RACE OF VICTIMS AND ACCUSED 
IN CRIMINAL HOMICIDES IN NEW ORLEANS, 1971-73
•







White 100 62 7
Black 419 38 93
TOTAL 519 100 100
X2 with 2 df = 173.5
P <  .0001
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Male offenders were likely to kill more whites 
(91 percent) than blacks (82 percent), while female 
offenders tended to kill more blacks (18 percent) 
than whites (9 percent). This difference by race of 
the victim and sex of offenders was also statistically 
significant as shown by P <  .01, (See Table 2).
TABLE 2
A COMPARISON OP THE RACE OP VICTIMS TO SEX OF 
THE ACCUSED IN CRIMINAL HOMICIDES
IN NEW ORLEANS, 1971--73
Percent bv Race of Victim
Sex of White Black
Accused (N) (N=117) (N=402)
Male 91 82
Female 81 9 18
TOTAL 519 100 100
X2 with 1 df = 5.18 
P c  .01
Younger offenders (35 years and below) were 
observed to inflict death on more blacks (77 percent) 
than whites (6 k percent). Older offenders (36-50 years
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and 51 years and over) tended to have more white 
(36 percent) than black (23 percent) victims. This 
difference was statistically significant at the 
P c.09, (See Table 3).
TABLE 3
A COMPARISON OF THE RACE OF VICTIMS TO AGE OF 
THE ACCUSED IN CRIMINAL HOMICIDES
IN NEW ORLEANS, 1971-73







20 and below 96 19 22
21 - 35 236 4-5 55
36 - 50 79 23 16
51 and above 37 13 7
Total 448 100 100
X2 with 3 
P <  .09
df = 6.48
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Sex of victim and race, age and sex of accused 
(Tables 4,5,6): Whether the victim was male or
female, the likelihood was that the accused would 
be black four-fifteenths of the time and white one- 
fifth of the time. There was thus no statistically 
significant relationship observed for sex of the 
victim by race of the accused, (See Table 4).
TABLE 4
A COMPARISON OP THE SEX OF VICTIMS TO THE RACE 
OP ACCUSED IN CRIMINAL HOMICIDES 





Sex of Victims 
Female 
(N=88)
White 100 20 17
Black 419 80 83 . .
TOTAL 519 100 100
X2 with 1 df = .34 
P C  .56, NS
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A difference was observed between male and female 
victims , along with the frequency of the accused 
being of the same sex. When the victim was a male, the 
probability of an intra-sex homicide was much greater 
than when the victim was a female (83 percent versus 
10 percent). By the same token, when the victim was 
a female, the chance of an inter-sex homicide was much 
greater than when the victim was a male (90 percent 
versus 17 percent). The differences observed were 
statistically significant as shown by P <  .12, (See 
Table 5).
TABLE 5
A COMPARISON OP THE SEX OP VICTIMS AND ACCUSED 
IN CRIMINAL HOMICIDES IN
NEW ORLEANS, 1971-73
Percent by Sex of Victims
Sex of Male Female
Accused (N). (N=431) (N=88)
Male 438 83 90
Female 81 17 10
TOTAL 519 100 100
X2 with 1 df = 2 .33
P^- .12
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Younger offenders (35 years and below) were 
observed to kill more males (78 percent) than females 
(58 percent). Older offenders tended to have more 
female (^2 percent) than male (22 percent) victims. 
This relationship between sex of the victim and age 
of the accused was statistically highly significant 
at the P <  .001, (See Table 6).
TABLE 6
A COMPARISON OP THE SEX OP VICTIMS TO THE AGE 
OF THE ACCUSED IN CRIMINAL HOMICIDES 
IN NEW ORLEANS, 1971-73
Percent by Sex of Victims 
Male Female
Age of (N-368) (N=80)
Accused (N)
20 and below 96 2k 13
21 - 35 236 5k k 5
36 - 50 79 15 30
51 and above 37 7 12
TOTAL *J48 100 100
X2 with 3 df = 15.28 
P <  .001
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Agg. qL  zlg-Mffl. a M  Easg., asz. ami ags. c£ accused (Table 
7, 8, 9): There was no statistically significant
difference observed between the age of the victim 
and the race of the accused. Both white and black 
offenders did not discriminate in regard to age, a 
proportion of one white to four black offenders being 
maintained in each of the four age-groups (20 and 
below, 21-35, 36-50, and 51 and over) of the victims. 
This tendency for white and black offenders to have 
both younger and older victims yielded a statistically 
non-significant relationship of P <  .90, (See Table 7).
TABLE 7
A COMPARISON OP THE AGE OP VICTIMS TO RACE OF 
THE ACCUSED IN CRIMINAL HOMICIDES 











White 19 21 18 21 19
Black 81 79 82 79 81
TOTAL 516 100 100 100 100
X2 == .56 with 3 &f
P^a .90, NS
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In regard to the sex of the offenders, it was 
observed that when the victims were 20 years and below 
male offenders were more preponderant than females 
(93 percent vs, 7 percent). However, when the victims 
were 21 years and over, there was a tendency for the 
female offenders to increase to. higher levels compared 
to male offenders (17 percent, 20 percent, and 15 
percent in the 21-35, 36-50 and 51 and above age 
groups respectively). This difference was found to 
be statistically significant as shown by P <  .05, (See 
Table 8).
TABLE 8
A COMPARISON OP THE AGE OP VICTIMS TO SEX OF 
THE ACCUSED IN CRIMINAL HOMICIDES 
IN NEW ORLEANS, 1971-73
Percent by Age of Victim 
Sex of 20 and below 21-35 36-50 . 5 1 and above
Accused (N) (M.Q.. (N=257) (N=115) (n.=54)
Male 84 93 83 80 85
Female 16 7 17 20 15
TOTAL 516 100 100 100 100
X2 = 7.58 with 3 df 
P C  .05
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It was interesting to observe that in two of the 
four age-groups, victims and accused were likely to 
be of the same age. Thus, 46 percent of the victims 
20 years and below and 64 percent between 21 and 35 
years old were killed by persons in the same age 
group. In the remaining age groups of victims (36-50 
years and 51 years and above), more than half to twor- 
thirds of the offenders were younger. However, nearly 
one-third of the offenders belonged to the same age 
groups.
The relationship between ages of the victim and 
the accused was tested for statistical significance by 
the simple linear correlation procedure. The calculated 
correlation coefficient r = . 05 was not found to be 
statistically significant, indicating absence of any 
correlation, (See Table 9)
Relationship between Selected Descriptive Features 
of the Homicides and Selected Personal Characteristics 
of the Victims and the Accused
Null Hypothesis No. 1_: There is no statistically
significant relationship between the year of
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occurrence of homicides and the race, sex, and age of 
the victim and the accused.
Race of victim and accused: Over the three-year
period 1971-73» the pattern was somewhat different for 
white and black victims. While an increasing incidence 
was observed over the three years for black victims, 
in the case of white victims, there was a decline in 
1972 from 1971 followed by a sharp increase in 1973.
This difference for race of the victim by year of 
occurrence was found to be statistically significant 
as shown by P <  .08, (See Table 10).
A similar trend was observed for race of the 
accused, whites declining in 1972 and then increasing 
in 1973, while blacks showed an increase over the three- 
year period. This difference for race of the accused 
by year of occurrence was also statistically signifi­
cant as shown by P <  .21, (See Table 10)
Sex of victim and accused: The trend for male
victims over the three-year period showed an increase, 
while for female victims there was a decline in the 
middle year (1972) followed by a substantial increase 
in the third year (1973).
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A similar relationship between year of occurrence 
and sex was found in the case of the offenders,although 
the difference was not as pronounced in the case of 
female offenders.
Both relationships for sex of the victims and 
accused by year of occurrence were statistically 
significant as shown by P <  „95 for sex of victim by 
year and P <  .10 for sex of accused by year, (See 
Table 11).
TABLE 9
A COMPARISON OP THE AGE OF VICTIMS AND ACCUSED
IN CRIMINAL HOMICIDES IN NEW ORLEANS, 1971-73
Percent by Age of Victims
Age of 
Accused
20 and below 21-35 
(N) (N=82) (N=225) 36-50(N-101)




21 46 16 13 26
21 - 35 53 ^3 64 42 32
36 - 50 18 9 15 33 13
51 and 
above
8 2 5 12 29
TOTAL 448 100 100 100 100
Uni square not 
frequencies.
calculated due to inadequate cell
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TABLE 10
A COMPABISON OF RACE OF VICTIMS AND ACCUSED IN 
CRIMINAL HOMICIDES IN NEW ORLEANS, 1971-73, 
TO YEAR OF OCCURRENCE
'













1971 31 27 28 32 24 26
1972 25 3^ 32 30 34 33
1973 44 39 40 38 42 41
TOTAL 100 100 100 100 100 100
X2 with 2 df 
P <  .08 = 4.87
TABLE 11
3.03.21
A COMPARISON OF SEX OF VICTIMS AND ACCUSED IN 
CRIMINAL HOMICIDES IN NEW ORLEANS, 1971-73, 
TO YEAR OF OCCURRENCE

















1971 26 36 28 24 35 26
1972 34 23 32 3^ 30 33
1972 40 41 40 42 35 41
TOTAL 100 100 100 100 100 100
X2 with 
P





Age of victim and accused: The average age of
victims for the three-year period was 32.2 years and 
of the accused 22.9 years.
There was little variation in the average age of 
victims when year of occurrence was considered, nor was 
there an increasing or decreasing trend. Consequently, 
the relationship was statistically non-significant.
On the other hand, a decline was observed in 
the average age of the accused from 24.9 years in 
1971 to 21.5 years in 1973, indicating that homicides 
were being committed increasingly by younger persons. 
This relationship for age of the accused by year of 
occurrence was statistically significant as shown by 
P <; .14, (See Table 12).
The hypothesis of no relationship between year 
of occurrence and race, sex, and age of the accused 
was rejected. The hypothesis of no relationship was 
also rejected for race and sex of the victim, but 
could not be rejected for age of the victim.
Null Hypothesis No. 2: There is no statistically
significant relationship between the time of year of
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occurrence of homicides and the race, sex, and age of 
the victim and of the accused.
Race of victim and accused: The proportions of
victims were greater in the December - February (winter) 
and March - May (spring) months than in the other 
seasons - summer and fall - of the year. Black 
victims on the other hand were rather evenly distrib­
uted over three of the four time periods of the year 
being slightly greater in the winter. This difference 
between white and black victims by seasons of year 
was statistically significant as shown by P .08,
(See Table 13).
Among white accused the most murders were found 
in the summer season (June - August), but for black 
accused there was an almost equal distribution over 
the four seasons. However, this difference between 
white and black accused were too small for any 
statistically significant relationship by time of 
year, (See Table 13).
Sex of victim and accused: Among male victims,
the highest number was found in the December -
110
February time frame, there being little variation for 
female victims.
With regard to the accused, both male and female 
offenders appeared to be equally preponderant in all 
four seasons.
The relationship between time of year of occurrence 
and sex were not statistically significant as shown by 
P <  .28, (See Table 14).
TABLE 12











Mean Age of 
Victims
Mean Age of 
Accused
1971 29 32.8 24.9
1972 33 31.3 22.8
1973 38 32.6 21.5
TOTAL 100 32.2 22.9
F=.98 with 2 
and 568 df 
P«C .37, NS
F=1.96 with 2 
and 564 df 
P <  .14
TABLE 13
A COMPARISON OF RACE OF VICTIMS AND ACCUSED 
TO OCCURRENCE OF CRIMINAL HOMICIDES 
IN NEW ORLEANS, 1971-73,
BY TIME OF YEAR













Time of Year Percent Percent
December-February 2S 29 29 2S 2S 2S
March-May 33 23 25 27 25 25
June-August IS 23 22 IS 23 23
September-November 21 25 24 27 24 24
TOTAL 100 100 100 100 100 100
X2 with 3 df 6.60 1.40
P too•V ^  .70, NS 111
TABLE 13
A COMPARISON OF RACE OF VICTIMS AND ACCUSED 
TO OCCURRENCE OF CRIMINAL HOMICIDES 
IN NEW ORLEANS. 1971-73,
BY TIME OF YEAR
Race of Victims Race of Accused
White Black Total White Black Total
(N=141) (N=422) (N=593) (N=105) (N-604) (N=709)
Time of Year Percent Percent
December-February 2B 29 29 2B 2B 2B
March-May 33 23 25 27 25 25
June-August IB 23 22 IB 23 23
September-November 21 25 24 27 24 24
TOTAL 100 100 100 100 100 100









A COMPARISON OF SEX OF VICTIMS AND ACCUSED 
TO OCCURRENCE OF CRIMINAL HOMICIDES 
IN NEW ORLEANS, 1971-73,
BY TIME OF YEAR













Time of Year Percent Percent
December-February . 31 22 29 27 23 27
March-May 24 23 25 26 21 25
June-August 21 24 22 22 23 23
September-November 24 26 24 25 23 25
TOTAL 100 100 100 100 100 100
X2 with 3 df 3.77 1.05
P ^  .23, NS .7$, NS 112
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Age of victim and accused: Younger victims were 
observed in the summer and fall months compared to the 
winter and spring months, but there was no significant 
difference as shown by P<C .73, (See Table 15).
With regard to the accused, younger persons were 
implicated•in winter and summer months more so than 
in the spring and fall time periods. This relationship 
was also not statistically significant as shown by 
B <  .5, (See Table 15).
TABLE 15
A COMPARISON OF AGE OF VICTIMS AND ACCUSED 
TO OCCURRENCE OF CRIMINAL HOMICIDES IN 




Mean Age of 
Victims
Mean Age of 
Accused ■
December-February 29 32.4 22.0
March-May 26 33.1 24.3
June-August 22 31.6 22.0
September-November 23 31.6 23.3
TOTAL 100 32.2...  . 22.9
F=.43 with 3 F=.79 with 3
and 568 df and 584 df
P <  .73, NS P <  .5, NS
The hypothesis of no relationship between time 
of year of occurrence of homicides and sex and age 
of victims and accused could not be rejected. With 
regard to race and time* the hypothesis was rejected 
in the case of victims but could not be rejected in 
the case of the accused.
Null Hypothesis No._2.: There is no statistically
significant relationship between time of day of 
occurrence of criminal homicides and race, sex, and 
age of the victim and of the accused.
Bace of victim and accused: In the case of
both victim and accused, there was no statistically 
significant difference between blacks and whites with 
regard to the time of day that the homicide occurred. 
The racial distribution followed the overall trend 
with two-fifths of the homicides occurring between 
9 P.M. and 3 A.M., one-fourth between 3 P.M. and 
9 P.M., and the remaining one-third between the 
twelve-hour period 3 A.M. to 3 P.M., (See Table 16).
TABLE 16
A COMPARISON OF RACE OF VICTIMS AND ACCUSED 
TO OCCURRENCE OF CRIMINAL HOMICIDES 
IN NEW ORLEANS 1971-73,
BY TIME OF DAY
Race of Victims Race of Accused
White Black Total White Black Total







9:01 PM-3:00 AM 39 41 40 36 42 40
3:01 AM-9:00 AM 16 16 16 17 14 15
9:01 AM-3:00 PM 19 16 19 17 19 19
3:01 PM-9:00 PM 26 25 25 30 25 26
TOTAL 100 100 100 100 100 100
X^ with 3 df 
P
.16 




Sex of victim and accused: A higher proportion
of males 'became victims of criminal homicides between 
9 P.M. and 3 A.M., while among the female victims, 
more were involved during the hours of 9 A.M. to 9 P.M. 
This difference was statistically highly significant 
as shown by P <  .01, (See Table 17).
With regard to the accused, while males and 
females were about equally implicated between the 
hours of 9 P.M. and 3 A.M. and 9 A.M. and 3 P.M., the 
number of females committing criminal homicides was 
greater during the time-period 3 A.M. to 9 A.M., where­
as males were significantly higher than females during 
the hours of 3 P.M. to 9 P.M. This difference was 
statistically highly significant as shown by P <  .008, 
(See Table 17).
Age of victim and accused: Persons of: younger
age (30-31 years) were more likely to be victims of 
criminal homicide during the hours of 9 A.M. to 9 P.M. 
while somewhat older persons (32.3 years and 36.2 
years) were victimized between the hours of 9 P.M. and 
3 A.M., and 3 A.M. and 9 A.M. This difference by age
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was statistically significant as shown by P <C .03,
(See Table 18).
The average age of the accused did not vary 
substantially over the four tirae-periods of the day 
and consequently was not statistically significant.
The hypothesis of no relationship between time 
of occurrence of homicides and sex and age of the 
victim, as well as sex of the accused, was rejected.
It could not be rejected for the other three 
relationships.
Null Hypothesis No. k i There is no statistically 
significant relationship between police districts in 
which criminal homicides occur and the race, sex and 
age of the victim and of the accused.
Race of victim and accused: Statistically
highly significant differences were observed between 
white and black offenders with regard to their 
distribution in the eight police districts of New 
Orleans as shown by P <  .0001, (See Table 19). For 
both victims and accused, substantially larger 
proportions of whites were implicated in the first and
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seventh districts with blacks appearing more frequently 
in the fifth and sixth districts. This difference 
could be ascribed to the racial mix of the residential 
population in these areas, except in the case of the 
first police district which has predominantly black 
residents. However, because of the central business 
district attracting both racial groups, it is possible 
that the higher incidence of whites may have been 
among the itinerants.
Sex of victim and accused: With regard to the
variable of sex, statistically significant differences 
were found for both victims and accused by police dis­
trict in which the homicides occurred. More male 
victims were observed in the first, fifth, and sixth 
districts, while more female victims were found in the 
second district. This trend was reversed in the case 
of the accused which tended to substantiate the intra­
sex homicide phenomenon for male victims, and the 
inter-sex pattern for female victims (Table 20).
TABLE 17
A COMPARISON OF SEX OF VICTIMS AND ACCUSED 
TO OCCURRENCE OF CRIMINAL HOMICIDES 
IN NEW ORLEANS, 1971-73, •
BY TIME OF DAY
Sex of Victims Sex of Accused
















9:01 PM-3:00 AM 43 27 40 40 42 40
3:01 AM-9:00 AM 16 17 16 13 25 15
9:01 AM-3:00 PM 17 26 19 19 20 19
3:01 PM-9:00 PM 24 30 25 28 13 26
TOTAL 100 100 100 100 100 100
X2 with 3 df 10.31 11.63
P ^  .01 .008 119
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TABLE 18
A COMPARISON OF AGE OF VICTIMS AND ACCUSED 
TO OCCURRENCE OF CRIMINAL HOMICIDES 
IN NEW ORLEANS, 1971-73,
BY TIME OF DAY
N
(587) Mean Age of
N
(581) Mean Age of
Time of Day Percent Victims Percent Accused
9:01 PM-3:00 AM 40 32.3 40 21.8
3:01 AM-9:00 AM 16 36.2 16 24.0
9:01 AM-3:00 PM 19 30.3 19 23.8
3:01 PM-9:00 PM 25 31.4 25 23.1
TOTAL 100 32.3 100 22.8
F=2.97 with 3 and F=.62 with 3 and
583 df 580 df
P <  .03 P <  .60, NS
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TABLE 19
A COMPARISON OF RACE OF VICTIMS AND ACCUSED 
TO OCCURRENCE OF CRIMINAL HOMICIDES 
IN NEW ORLEANS, 1971-73,
BY POLICE DISTRICT
Race of Victims 
White Black Total









First 26 8 12 19 9 11
Second 13 1^ I k 15 15 15
Third 11 7 8 10 6 7
Fourth 5 5 5 5 5 5
Fifth 13 2k 21 16 23 22
Sixth 16 32 29 17 33 30
Seventh 9 2 k 10 2 3
Eighth 7 8 7 8 7 7
TOTAL 100 100 100 100 100 100
X with 7 df 60.9^+




A COMPARISON OF SEX OF VICTIMS AND ACCUSED 
TO OCCURRENCE OF CRIMINAL HOMICIDES 
IN NEW ORLEANS, 1971-73,
BY POLICE DISTRICT

















First 13 7 12 12 5 11Second 12 20 14 17 5 15Third 7 11 a 6 7 7Fourth 5 3 5 5 5 5Fifth 23 15 21 20 29 21Sixth 30 26 29 29 38 30Seventh b 5 4 3 6 4Eighth I 13 7 8 5 7
TOTAL 100 100 100 100 100 100
X2 with 
P






Age of victim and accused: The average age of
victims in the homicides occurring in the fourth and 
fifth police districts were substantially lower than 
the average age of all victims. There was not much 
difference among the ages of victims in the remaining 
police districts. With regard to the accused,•average 
ages were lower than the overall average in the first, 
third, and fourth districts; about the same in the 
fifth, sixth, and seventh districts; and somewhat 
higher in the second and eighth districts. ,
These differences in ages of the victims and of 
the accused were statistically significant by the 
police district in which the criminal homicides 
occurred, as shown by P <  .04 and P < .15, (See Table 
21).
The null hypothesis of no differences by police 
district for race, sex, and age of the victim and of 
the accused was rejected.
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TABLE 21
A COMPARISON OP AGE OF VICTIMS AND ACCUSED 
TO OCCURRENCE OF CRIMINAL HOMICIDES 







Mean Age of 
Victims
Mean Age of 
Accused
First 12 33.9 17.4
Second 14 33.9 25.1
Third 8 35.7 20.4
Fourth 5 2 5.7 20.2
Fifth 21 29.3 23.4
Sixth 29 32.5 23.8
Seventh 4 32.3 23.5
Eighth 7 34-. 3 26.6
TOTAL 100 32.2 22.9
F=2.07 with 7 F=1.54- with 7
and 56 8 df and 564- df
P .04 P .15
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Null Hypothesis No. 5.: There is no statistically
significant relationship between the type of neighbor­
hood in which criminal homicide occur and race, sex, 
and age of the victim and of the accused.
Bace of victim and accused: Since a majority of
homicides occurred within a home, four-fifths of the 
homicides took place in residential neighborhoods. 
While black victims and accused tended to follow this 
overall pattern, significantly smaller proportions of 
white victims and accused were implicated in the 
homicides occurring in residential neighborhoods. As 
a result, commercial neighborhoods had more white 
victims and accused than blacks. This would bear out 
the earlier finding of a preponderance of whites being 
implicated in the homicides in the central business 
district of New Orleans. Racial differences by type 
of neighborhood were found to be statistically highly 
significant, as shown by P <  .0001, (See Table 22).
Sex of victim and accused: The data by sex show
that female victims and accused were preponderant in 
residential neighborhood homicides, while male victims
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and accused exceeded females in the commercial 
neighborhood homicides.
Sex differences by type of neighborhood were 
statistically significant as shown by P <  .12 for 
victims, but could not be studied for the accused, (See 
Table 23).
Age of victim and accused: The average age of
victims decreased from 35.9 years for commercial 
neighborhood homicides to 31.6 years for residential 
neighborhood homicides. The opposite was observed in 
the case of the accused, the average age increasing 
from 20.6 years to 23.5 years. However, neither one 
of these relationships was statistically significant 
(See Table 2^).
The null hypothesis of no difference by type of 
neighborhood in which criminal homicides occur was 
rejected for race and sex of the victim and race of 
the accused, but could not be rejected for age.
Null Evpothesis No. 6; There is no statistically 
significant difference between the racial composition 
of the neighborhood in which criminal homicides occur
TABLE 22
A COMPARISON OF RACE OF VICTIMS AND ACCUSED 
TO OCCURRENCE OF CRIMINAL HOMICIDES 
IN NEW ORLEANS, 1971-73, BY 
TYPE OF NEIGHBORHOOD
Race of Victims Race of Accused
Whi t e Bla&k la& al Woliig. H ank Iq M I
TN-1U) (N=445) (N=586) (N=99) (N=415) (N=514)
Type of 
Neighborhood Percent Percent
Mostly commercial 27 9 13 24 10 13
Mixed commercial- 
residential
9 5 6 4 6 5
Mostly residential 64 66 61 72 64 62
TOTAL 100 100 100 100 100 100
X2 with 2 df 36.37 15.04
P <1 .0001 ^  .0005
TABLE 23
A COMPARISON OF SEX OF VICTIMS AND ACCUSED 
TO OCCURRENCE OF CRIMINAL HOMICIDES 
IN NEW ORLEANS. 1971-73, BY 
TYPE OF NEIGHBORHOOD
















Mostly commercial 15 7 13 14 5 13
Mixed commercial- 
residential
6 6 6 6 4 5
Mostly residential 79 S7 Si SO 91 S2
TOTAL 100 100 100 100 100 100
X2 with 2 df 4.20 (a)
P <1 .12





A COMPARISON OF AGE OF VICTIMS AND ACCUSED 
TO OCCURRENCE OF CRIMINAL HOMICIDES 








Mean Age of Victims Mean Age of Accused




Mostly residential 31 31.6 23.5
TOTAL 100 ; 32.2 22.9
F =.43 with 2 and 563 df 
.43, NS





Race of victim and accused: Three-fourths of
the white victims and accused were involved mostly 
in white or mixed neighborhoods, while almost all 
black victims and accused (97 percent) were implicated 
in black or mixed neighborhoods. The data tended to 
corroborate the family-friend, intra-racial pattern 
of criminal homicides. These differences by race 
were statistically highly significant as shown by,
P <  .0001, (See Table 25).
Sex of victim and accused: No sex differences
were observed among the victims, about the same 
proportions being involved in the neighborhoods that 
were mostly white, mixed white-black, or mostly black. 
With regard to the accused, however, more male accused 
than female were observed in the mixed neighborhoods, 
while the opposite was found in the mostly black 
neighborhoods. Sex differences by race of the 
accused were statistically significant, (P< 03 and 
non-significant by sex of the victim, as shown by 
P <  .58, (See Table 26).
TABLE 25
A COMPARISON OF RACE OF VICTIMS AND ACCUSED 
TO OCCURRENCE OF CRIMINAL HOMICIDES 
IN NEW ORLEANS, 1971-73, BY RACIAL 
COMPOSITION OF NEIGHBORHOOD

















Mostly White 26 3 9 27 3 3
Mixed White-Black 53 33 31 50 36 39
Mostly Black 16 64 52 23 61 53
TOTAL 100 100 100 100 100 100







A COMPARISON OF SEX OF VICTIMS AND ACCUSED 
TO OCCURRENCE OF CRIMINAL HOMICIDES 
IN NEW ORLEANS, 1971-73, BY RACIAL 
COMPOSITION OF NEIGHBORHOOD

















Mostly White 8 11 9 8 6 8
Mixed White-Black 40 36 39 41 27 39
Mostly Black 52 53 52 50 67 53









Age of victim and accused; It was observed that 
as the racial composition of the neighborhood changed 
from mostly white to mixed to mostly black, the 
average age of victims declined, whereas the average 
age of the accused rose. The decrease in the age of 
victims by racial composition of the neighborhood was 
statistically significant as shown by, P <  .10, (See 
Table 27). The increase in the age of the accused, 
■however, was not found to be statistically significant.
The null hypothesis of no difference by racial 
composition of the neighborhood in which criminal 
homicides occur was rejected for race of the victim, 
and race and sex of the accused, but could not be 
rejected for sex of the victim and age of the accused, 
as shown by, P <  .32, (See Table 27).
Null Hypothesis No. £: There is no statistically
significant relationship between the socio-economic 
status of the accused's residential section and his 
race, sex, and age.
Race of accused: Slightly over one-half of the
accused lived in a lower-class residential area (56
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percent) while a little less than half of them lived 
in a middle-or upper-class residential area. A much 
larger proportion of white offenders (87 percent) 
compared to black offenders (34 percent) were living 
in a middle-or upper-class residential section, while 
the opposite was observed in the lower-class residential 
section (13 per-cent white to 66 percent black). This 
difference by race of the accused was statistically 
highly significant, as shown by, P <  .0001, (See Table 
28).
Sex of accused; About the same proportions of 
male and female offenders had been living in lower- 
class and middle-or upper-class residential sections 
of the city. Consequently, there was no statistically 
significant sex difference by the accused's residential 
section, as shown by, P <  .45, ( S e e Table 29).
Age of accused: As with sex, the average age of 
the offenders who had lived in the two residential 
sections was practically similar, and the relationship 
was statistically non-significant, as shown by, P .86, 
(See Table 3 0 ) .
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The null hypothesis of no difference by the 
accused's residential section was rejected for race,
but could not be rejected for sex and age.
Null Hypothesis No. 8: There is no statistically
significant difference between the site of criminal 
homicides and the race, sex, and age of the victim 
and of the accused.
Bace of victim and accused: Half of the criminal
homicides occurred in a home, one-third on the street,
one-tenth in a bar or lounge and the remaining five
percent in a business center. The race of victims and 
offenders in these homicides followed the trend of their 
occurrence, and no statistically significant differences 
were observed by race for the site of crimes as shown 
by, P <  .^2, (See Table 31).
Sex of victim and accused: For both victims and
accused, a larger proportion of the males than females 
were involved in street homicides, while more females 
than males were implicated in the homicides that occur­
red in a home. This difference, however, could not be 
tested for statistical significance because of 
inadequate cell frequencies. (Table 32)
TABLE 27
A COMPARISON OF AGE OF VICTIMS AND ACCUSED 
TO OCCURRENCE OF CRIMINAL HOMICIDES 
IN NEW ORLEANS, 1971-73, BY RACIAL 
COMPOSITION OF NEIGHBORHOOD





Mostly White 9 36.6 19.1
Mixed White-Black 39 33.0 21.9
Mostly Black 52 30.9 24.3
TOTAL 100 32.2 22.9
F = 2.31 with 2 and 
563 df 
P ^1.10






A COMPARISON OF RACE TO SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS 
OF RESIDENTIAL SECTION OF THE ACCUSED 




(N=95) (N=4H) (N=506)Socio-Economic Status
of residential section Percent
Upper or Middle Class 37 34 44
Lower Class 13 66 56
TOTAL 100 100 100
X2 with 1 df = 90.76 
P^l .0001
TABLE 29
A COMPARISON OF SEX TO SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS 
OF RESIDENTIAL SECTION OF THE ACCUSED 












Upper or middle class 44 40 44
Lower class 56 60 56
TOTAL 100 100 100




A COMPARISON OF AGE TO SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS 
OF RESIDENTIAL SECTION OF THE ACCUSED 
IN CRIMINAL HOMICIDES IN 
NEW ORLEANS, 1971-73




of residential section Percent
Upper or middle class 44 28.3
Lower class 56 28.1
TOTAL 100 28.2
F ® .03 with 1 and 504 df 
P <  .86, NS
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TABLE 31
A COMPARISON OP RACE OF VICTIMS AND ACCUSED 
TO OCCURRENCE OF CRIMINAL HOMICIDES 
IN NEW ORLEANS, 1971-73,
BY SITE OF CRIME
















Street 32 36 35 31 34 34Bar or lounge 9 10 10 & 11 11
Home of victim 19 12 14 IB 11 12Home of accused 10 12 11 14 12 12
Home of other 11 13 13 5 14 12
Horae of victim and 14 12 12 19 13 14accused 
Business center 5 5 5 5 5 5
TOTAL 100 100 100 100 100 100
X^ with 6 df 5.96 (a)
P <^.42, NS
J)
(a) X* not calculated for race of accused due to inadequate cell 
frequencies.
Table 32
A COMPARISON OF SEX OF VICTIMS AND ACCUSED 
TO OCCURRENCE OF CRIMINAL HOMICIDES 
IN NEW ORLEANS, 1971-73,
BY SITE OF CRIME
















Street 38 21 35 38 13 34Bar or lounge 11 6 10 11 7 11Home of victim 12 22 14 13 10 12Home of accused 12 6 11 10 28 12
Home of other 13 14 13 13 5 12Home of victim and 9 29 12 10 35 14accused 
Business center 5 2 5 5 2 5
TOTAL 100 100 100 100 100 100




Age of victim and accused: No identifiable
pattern was observed with regard to the age of the 
victim and the accused when the homicide occurred in 
a home* street, bar/lounge, or business center. The 
maximum average age of the victim was observed when 
the homicide occurred in the home of the victim (39.8 
years) and the minimum when it was the home of the 
accused (29.0 years). At the remaining sites, the age 
of the victim varied only slightly from the overall 
average age. With regard to the accused, the maximum 
age was observed when the homicide occurred in the 
home of the victim and accused (33.3 years) and the 
minimum when it was on the street (19.5 years). The 
differences in age of both the victim and the accused 
by the site of crime were statistically highly 
significant, as shown by, P <  0001, (See Table 33).
The null hypothesis of no difference by site of 
the criminal homicide was rejected for age, but could 
not be rejected for race and sex of the victim and 
accused.
TABLE 33
A COMPARISON OF AGE OF VICTIMS AND ACCUSED 
TO OCCURRENCE OF CRIMINAL HOMICIDES 
IN NEW ORLEANS, 1971-73,














Street 35 30.0 35 19.5Bar or lounge 10 34.9 10 26.6Home of victim 14 39.a 14 20.1Home of accused 11 29.0 11 29.7Home of other 13 32.2 13 30.0Home of accused and 
victim
12 32.2 12 33.3
Business center 5 33.6 5 20.2
TOTAL 100 32.5 100 23.4
F =5.00 with 6 and 
553 df
F = 9.55 with 6 and 
547 df
P ^  .0001 P ^ L .0001
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Null Hypothesis No. There is no statistically 
significant relationship between the victim-accused 
relationship and the race, sex, and age of the victim 
and of the accused.
Bace of victim and accused; In four out of five 
homicides the victims and accused were' either family 
members or friends (57 percent) or casual acquaintances. 
In only one out of five homicides were they strangers.
Significantly larger proportions of black victims 
compared to whites belonged to the same family or were 
friends of or acquainted with those who inflicted death 
on them. Similarly, much larger numbers of black 
offenders knew their victims compared to the white 
offenders. These racial differences by the victim- 
accused relationship were statistically highly 
significant, as shown by, P <  .001, (See Table 34).
Sex of victim and accused: Where females were
concerned, the likelihood that the victim knew the 
accused was substantially greater as compared to males. 
Male victims consequently were more likely to be 
strangers to the accused than female victims. A 
similar trend was observed by sex of the accused.
These sex differences by the victim-accused relation­
ship was statistically highly significant, as shown 
hy, P <  .0002 and P<2 .0001, (See Table 35).
Age of victim and accused: Victims were likely
to be older if they did not know their offenders (3^.6 
years) than if they belonged to the same family or 
were friends (30.9 years) or casual acquaintances 
(28.6 years). The offenders, on the other hand, were 
likely to be most young when their victims were 
strangers (18.9 years), a little older if they were 
only casually acquainted (26.3 years), and the oldest 
when their victims were family or friends (31.7 years). 
These age differences by the victim-accused relationship 
were statistically significant,as‘shown by, P .03 and 
P <  .0001, (See Table 36).
The null hypothesis of no statistically significant 
difference by the victim-accused relationship was rejected 
for race, sex, and age of the victims and accused.
Hypothesis No. 10: There is no statistically
significant difference between the method of inflicting 
death in criminal homicides and the race, sex, and age 
of the victim and of the accused.
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Race of victim and accused: In three out of four
homicides, a firearm was used to inflict death with 
handguns implicated in nine out of ten cases involving 
firearms. Knives were used in 17 percent of the 
homicides, physical force in 5 percent, and other 
means in the remaining 5 percent.
Black victims tended to he killed by handguns more 
than white victims (69 percent to 57 percent). They 
also were more often victims of knife slayings (18 
percent to 12 percent). Physical force was inflicted 
to a greater degree on white victims than black victims 
(13 percent to 3 percent). This difference by race was 
statistically highly significant, as shown by, .0001,
(See Table 37).
Concerning the race of the accused, no significant 
difference was observed for choice of handguns by black 
or white offenders. With regard to the other methods 
of inflicting death, blacks tended to prefer knives 
(20 percent to 13 percent) while whites favored rifles 
or shotguns (12 percent to- 6 percent) and physical 
force (10 percent to 4 percent). This difference by 
race could not be tested for statistical significance 
due to inadequate cell frequencies.
TABLE 34
A COMPARISON OF RACE OF VICTIMS AND ACCUSED IN 
CRIMINAL HOMICIDES IN NEW ORLEANS, 1971-73,
TO VICTIM-ACCUSED RELATIONSHIP

















Family or friend 47 60 57 43 83 50
Casual
acquaintance
15 26 24 25 13 23
Stranger 3$ 14 19 32 4 27
TOTAL 100 100 100 100 100 100
X2 with 2 df 23.42 45.52
P ^  .0001 .0001
TABLE 35
A COMPARISON OF SEX OF VICTIMS AND ACCUSED 
TO OCCURRENCE OF CRIMINAL HOMICIDES 
IN NEW ORLEANS, 1971-73,
BY VICTIM-ACCUSED 
RELATIONSHIP

















Family or friend 51 77 57 43 S3 50
Casual
acquaintance
27 13 24 25 13 23
Stranger 22 10 19 32 4 27
TOTAL 100 100 100 100 100 100
X2 with 2 df 16.71 42.25
P .0002 .0001
TABLE 36
A COMPARISON OF AGE OF VICTIMS AND ACCUSED 
TO OCCURRENCE OF CRIMINAL HOMICIDES 





(370) Mean Age of Victims
N
(420) Mean Age of Accused
relationship
Percent Percent




Stranger 19 34.6 27 IS.9
TOTAL 100 31.1 100 27.0
F = 3.41 with 2 and 367 df F = 41.92 with 2 and 417 df
P .03 P .0001
TABLE 37
A COMPARISON OF RACE OF VICTIMS AND ACCUSED 
TO OCCURRENCE OF CRIMINAL HOMICIDES 
IN NEW ORLEANS, 1971-73, BY METHOD 
OF INFLICTION
Race of Victims Race of Accused
Method of 
Infliction
White Black Total 
(N=141) (N-441) (N=532)
Percent
White Black Total 
(N=100) (N*=417) (N=517)
Percent
Handgun 57 69 66 62 67 66Knife 12 13 17 13 20 13Rifle or shotgun 3 6 7 12 6 3Physical force 13 3 5 10 4 5Other 10 4 5 3 3 3
TOTAL 100 100 100 100 100 100
X2 with 4 df 32.61 (a)
P . OOOl
(a) Chi Square not calculated due to inadequate cell frequencies.
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Sex of victim and accused: Male victims were more
likely to be killed by firearms than female victims 
(77 percent to 5^ percent), while female victims were 
felled down more often than males by an assasin's 
knife (22 percent to 15 percent) or by physical force 
(17 percent to 2 percent). These differences by sex 
•of the victim were statistically highly significant, 
as shown by, P <  .0001, (See Table 38).
Among the accused, male offenders tended to choose 
handguns as the weapon to inflict death more often than 
female offenders (69 percent to ^8 percent). On the 
other hand, knives were used by substantially more 
female offenders than male offenders (^0 percent to 
15 percent). These differences by sex of the accused 
could not be tested for statistical significance due 
to inadequate cell frequencies.
Age of victim and accused: Physical force or
other means were used on victims averaging 36.^ and 
35.6 years of age respectively, knives and handguns 
with victims averaging 32.0 and 31.8 years of age, and 
rifles or shotguns on younger victims (average age 2^.6
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years). Offenders using knives and rifles or shotguns 
were older individuals (26.2 years) compared with those 
using physical force (24,7) and handguns (22.1 years). 
The youngest offenders (15.2 years) used other means 
of inflicting death. Age difference for both victims 
and accused were statistically significant by method 
of infliction, as shown by, P <  .24 and P <  .009, (See 
Table 39).
The null hypothesis of no statistically signifi­
cant difference in the method of inflicting death in 
criminal homicides was rejected for race, sex, and age 
of the victim, and for age of the accused, but could 
not be rejected for race and sex of the victim.
Null Hypothesis No. 11: There is no statistically
significant difference between the motive for criminal 
homicides and the race, sex, and age of the victim and 
of the accused.
Bace of victim and accused: Nearly half of the
criminal homicides were crimes of passion (45 percent), 
slightly over one-fifth were due to domestic trouble (22 
percent), about one-sixth had armed robbery/aggravated
burglary (16 percent) as the motive, while about one in 
ten homicides were the result either of hate/revenge 
(9 percent) or peddling of narcotics (8 percent).
So far as victims were concerned, whites and 
blacks were about equally prone to be the victims of crimes 
of passion. White victims were more likely to fall 
prey to homicides motivated by armed robbery/aggravated 
burglary than black victims (32 percent to 12 percent).
On the other hand, blacks were more likely than whites 
to be victims of homicides resulting from domestic 
trouble (25 percent to 12 percent) or the use of 
narcotics (9 percent to 2 percent).
Whites compared to blacks were slightly more likely 
to be motivated by passion (63 percent to 44 percent) in 
committing criminal homicides. Blacks more often than 
whites were likely to kill following domestic trouble 
(24 percent to 19 percent) or while engaged in armed 
robbery/aggravated burglary (17 percent to 10 percent).
These differences by race for motive of the crimes 
were statistically significant as shown by, P ^ .0001,
(See Table 40).
TABLE 38
A COMPARISON OF SEX OF VICTIMS AND ACCUSED 
TO OCCURRENCE OF CRIMINAL HOMICIDES 
IN NEW ORLEANS, 1971-73, BY METHOD 
OF INFLICTION
Sex of Victims Sex of Accused
Male Female Total Male Female Total
Method of (N=482) (N=100) (N=582) (N==43 6) (N=8l) (N=517)Infliction
Percent Percent
Handgun 69 53 66 69 48 66Knife 15 22 17 15 40 18Rifle or shotgun 8 1 7 g 7 8Physical force 3 17 5 5 2 5Other 5 7 5 3 3 3
TOTAL 100 100 100 100 100 100
X2 with 4 df 42.64 (a)
P . OOOl
(a) Chi Square not calculated due to inadequate cell frequencies.
TABLE 39
A COMPARISON OF AGE OF VICTIMS AND ACCUSED 
TO OCCURRENCE OF CRIMINAL HOMICIDES 
IN NEW ORLEANS, 1971-73. BY METHOD 
OF INFLICTION




Handgun 66 31.3 22.1
Knife 17 32.0 26.2
Rifle or shotgun 7 29.6 26.2
Physical force 5 36.4 24.7Other 5 35.6 15.2
TOTAL 100 32.2 22.9
F = 1.37 with 4 and 577 df F = 3.41 with 4 and 576 df 
P ^  .24 P ^  ,0009
TABLE 40
A COMPARISON OF RACE OF VICTIMS AND ACCUSED IN
CRIMINAL HOMICIDES IN NEW ORLEANS, 1971-73,
BY MOTIVE FOR CRIME
Race of Victims Race of Accused
Motive for 
Crime
White Black Total 
(N=85) (N=28l) (N=3 66)
Percent
White Black Total 
(N=51) (N=290) (N—3 49)
Percent
Passion 44 45 45 63 44 46Domestic trouble 12 25 22 19 24 23Armed robbery/aggravated 32 12 16 10 17 16burglary
Hatred/revenge 10 9 9 4 3 8Narcotics 2 9 6 4 7 7
TOTAL 100 100 100 100 100 100







Sex of victim and accused: Homicides motivated
by passion, armed robbery/aggravated assault, hate/ 
revenge and narcotics were more likely to be inflicted 
on male than female victims, while domestic trouble 
was associated more often with female than with male 
victims.
A similar trend was observed among the accused, 
except that females were involved to a greater extent 
in crimes of passion, while motives of armed robbery/ 
aggravated assault and narcotics usage were completely 
absent among female accused.
Neither of the relationships could be tested for 
statistical significance owing to inadequate cell 
frequencies.(See Table 4l).
Age of victim and accused: The average age of
victims was highest in the case of homicides occurring 
in connection with armed robbery/aggravated assault 
(*|4.2 years), around 33 years for victims of domestic 
trouble and around 30 years for those who were victims 
of homicides motivated by passion, hate/revenge, and 
narcotics.
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In contrast, the youngest offenders were those 
who were motivated by armed robbery/aggravated assault 
and narcotics usage (15 years), the oldest offenders 
killed because of domestic trouble (32.6 years), and 
those in-between were motivated by passion (28.7 years) 
and hate/revenge (24.5 years).
In the case of both victim and accused, the 
differences by age in relation to motive for the 
criminal homicides were statistically significant as 
shown by P <  .0001, (See Table 42).
The null'hypothesis of no statistically signifi­
cant difference by motive for criminal homicides was 
rejected for race and age of the victim and of the 
accused, but could not be rejected for sex.
Null Hypothesis No. 12: There is no statistically
significant difference between the sentences of white 
and black accused by race of the victim.
Data related to this hypothesis are presented 
in Table 43,
Of the 117 homicides involving white victims, 72 
were intra-racial and 45 inter-racial. For the 402
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homicides involving black victims, 374 were intra- 
racial and 28 inter-racial. By and large, therefore, 
a majority of the homicides for both races were intra- 
racial. There was a trend, however, for black offenders 
to kill whites to a greater extent than for white 
offenders to kill blacks.
Of the total of 519 homicides, 74 cases had been 
disposed of through the judicial process, while the 
remaining 445 cases were pending. Considering race, 
of the 117 homicides involving white victims, 74 (63 
percent) were pending and 43 (37 percent) had been 
disposed of, while for the 402 homicides involving 
black victims, 271 cases (67 percent) were pending and 
131 (33 percent) had been disposed of. There was thus 
no substantial variation in the disposition pattern 
by race of victims.
Considering inter-racial homicides, differences 
were observed in the sentencing of black and white 
offenders. It was found that in the case of a black 
victim and white accused, 17 out of 25 concluded cases 
were refused, 5 were not prosecuted, 2 were treated as
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justifiable homicide, and only 1 offender was given a 
prison term of 1-5 years. However, when the victim 
was white and the accused black, disposition tended 
to be more severe. Of the 13 such cases which had 
been concluded, only one was refused, one adjudged as 
a killing in the line of duty and two as justifiable 
homicide. Three black offenders were sentenced for 
life, one for natural life, one for a term of 31-35 
years, and the remaining four offenders to terms of 
1-5 years, 6-10 years, and 11-15 years.
For intra-racial homicide, the disposition pattern 
appeared to be more or less similar.
The differences in the disposition patterns for 
inter-racial homicides among black and white accused, 
and the similarities observed for intra-racial 
homicide for accused of the two races, could not be 
tested for statistical significance owing to the small 
number of cases in the various disposition categories. 
(Table ^3)
TABLE 41
A COMPARISON OF SEX OF VICTIMS AND ACCUSED IN
CRIMINAL HOMICIDES IN NEW ORLEANS, 1971-73,











Male Female Total 
(N=303) (N=63) {N=3 66)
Percent
46 3S 45













NOTE: Chi Square not calculated for either of the relationships due to
inadequate cell frequencies.
TABLE 42
A COMPARISON OF AGE OF VICTIMS AND ACCUSED IN
CRIMINAL HOMICIDES IN NEW ORLEANS, 1971-73,














Passion 22 30.9 22 23.7Domestic trouble 9 33.0 3 32.6Armed robbery/aggravated 
burglary
3 44.2 3 14.6
Narcotics 45 30.4 45 15.6Hatred/revenge 16 29.3 17 24.5
TOTAL 100 33.4 100 25.3
F = 11.93 with 4 and 361 df F = 24.46 with 4 & 356 df 
P ^  . OOOl P ^  . 0001
TABLE 43
A COMPARISON OF THE RACE OF VICTIMS AND ACCUSED IN 
CRIMINAL HOMICIDES IN NEW ORLEANS, 1971-73,
TO DISPOSITION OF CASES
Disposition 
of Cases
Number by Race of Victim and Accused 














Probation 1 0 0 10
Nolle Prosque 4 0 5 14Referred to Juvenile 1 0 0 8
Court
Justifiable homicide 0 2 2 3
1 - 5  years 5 1 1 116 -10 years 2 2 0 9
11-15 years 0 1 0 8
16-20 years 0 0 0 1
21-25 years 0 0 0 1
26-30 years 0 0 0 0
31-35 years 0 1 0 0
Life 2 3 0 5Natural life 0 1 0 1
Case closed 4 0 0 7(murder-suicide)
Case refused 11 1 17 27Killed in line of 0 1 0 0
duty
Case closed 0 0 0 1
(double murder)
Pending 42 32 3 268




Crime is a world-wide phenomenon. Variations 
among and within countries are only in terms of the 
incidence, character and seriousness of crime.
The United States ranks high among the industri­
alized nations in crime. In 1977, over ten million 
crimes were reported to the Federal Bureau of Investi­
gation. The problem of crime is particularly severe 
in cities, and gives rise to social problems and 
economic disincentives. A host of cultural and 
environmental factors contribute to crime, and 
consequently, just upgrading the criminal justice 
system is not adequate in reducing crime. A much 
larger range of expertise has to be brought to bear on 
the issues of crime control and prevention. As with 
crime, the problem of criminal homicide in the United 
States is alarming. In 1977, there were 8.7 criminal 
homicides for 100,000 inhabitants, with the southern
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region accounting for percent of all homicides, or 
a rate of 11.3 per 100,000 inhabitants. Homicide has 
been escalating in the larger cities and metropolitan 
areas, exceeding the national average homicide rate by- 
over 5° percent.
Research on homicide has shown that (a) most 
murders are committed by young adults, predominantly 
males, (b) most homicides are intra-racial, intra-sex, 
and within families or friends/acquaintances occurring 
in the late evening or early morning hours, and generally 
within a home, and (c) firearms are the most common 
method of inflicting-death, with a number of social 
factors - illiteracy, lack of skills, violence in the 
media, family instability and racial prejudice, among 
others being implicated.
The subculture of violence theory and the external 
restraint theory complement one another in explaining 
the socio-psychological bases for criminal homicide.
The Problem
Crime and homicide in Louisiana are no exception 
to the national and regional trends for incidence,
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character and intensity.
The homicide rate for the State in 1977 was 
15.5 per 100,000 inhabitants, higher than the 
national average, and highest among the states of the 
southern region. The New Orleans metropolitan area, 
with almost one-third of the state's population, 
accounted for 37 percent of the homicides in 1977, a 
homicide rate of 19.2, leading the nations large 
cities.
Many of the social factors and other correlates 
reported in the literature as being implicated with 
homicide are present in the city of New Orleans - an 
inner core and suburban habitation, a large black 
population, social distinctions of race, income and 
occupations, and the easy availability of firearms 
and alcohol.
While the problem of homicide has been studied 
in several U.S. cities - Philadelphia, Chicago, 
Houston, Atlanta - there has been no systematic 
work on homicide in New Orleans, despite the fact 
that the city has such a high homicide rate.
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Analyzing the problem from a socio-cultural 
perspective should be helpful to the criminal justice 
system and to other concerned organizations in 
alleviating the problem.
The Study1s Objectives
The following objectives were established for the 
study:
1. To characterize the criminal homicides that 
occurred in New Orleans during the three-year period, 
1971-73.
2. To relate selected personal characteristics 
of the victims and the accused to certain descriptive 
features of the crimes.
3. To synthesize the findings of the study and 
compare them to the published data on homicide in 
other U.S. cities.
4. To suggest measures for reducing the incidence 
of homicide.
Methodology
It was expected that the pattern of criminal
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homicide in New Orleans would be similar to what had 
been observed in other U.S. cities, including 
relationships between the victims, the accused, and 
the criminal acts. The study was, therefore, designed 
to permit such a comparison, as well as to provide 
ideas for alleviating the problem of criminal homicide.
Data Collection: Data for the study covering the
homicides which occurred during 1971-73 in the city of 
New Orleans were obtained from records of the Homicide 
Division of the New Orleans Police Department.
Selected personal characteristics of the victims -and 
offenders, and certain descriptive features of the 
homicides were the major items of information.
Hypotheses: Null hypotheses were established to
the effect that there are no statistically significant 
differences by race, sex or age of the victim and of 
the accused for the following correlates of the 
homicides:
1. Year of occurrence.
2. Season of year of occurrence.
3. Time of day.
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k .  Police District.
5. Type of neighborhood.
6. Racial composition of neighborhood.
7. Economic status of the accused8s residential 
section.
8. Site of crime.
9. Victim-accused relationship.
10. Method of inflicting death.
11. Motive for the crime.
12. Judicial disposition.
Data analysis: The analysis of data included
(a) frequency distributions to describe the pattern 
of criminal homicides, (b) chi-square procedure for 
testing the null hypotheses regarding race and sex of 
the victim and of the accused, and (c) analysis of 
variance procedure for testing the null hypotheses 
regarding age of the victim and of the accused.
The .25 level was used to denote statistical 




Profile of the homicides: The total of 584
homicides during 1971-73 involved 734 offenders and 
601 victims. An increasing trend was observed in the 
homicide rate over the t h r e e - y e a r  period.
Homicides were most frequent in the month of 
December, least frequent in June and in between these 
levels during the remaining months. Two-thirds of the 
homicides occurred between the hours of 6 P.M. and 
6 A.M.
Largely black, low-income populations appeared 
to be implicated in the high rate of homicides in the 
sixth and fifth police districts (50 percent). This 
inference could not be advanced for the homicide rates 
in the other six police districts which tended to 
fluctuate by race and socio-economic status.
A majority of the crimes occurred in residential, 
black or mixed neighborhoods, particularly inside a 
home. Most victims were killed with firearms.
One-third of the homicides were crimes of passion, 
and one-sixth stemmed from domestic trouble. The 
remaining one-half of the crimes had various motives
ranging from armed robbery/aggravated burglary to
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child heating.
Profiles of the victim and accused: Victims and
accused were predominantly blacks and males. The 
offenders were about 12 years younger than the victims.
The accused generally belonged to middle and lower income 
groups in the community.
Victim-accused relationships: Generally, the homicides
were intra-racial, and intra-sex with some disparity in 
ages of the victims and accused. Exceptions to this were 
observed for white victims, female victims and victims 
below 35 years of age.
The following statistically significant relationships 
were observed:
1. For black victims compared to white victims, 
greater proportions of the accused were black ( P .0001), 
male (P .01) and under 35 years old ( P .09). That is, 
white (38 percent) were less likely to be killed by black 
than were black victims (93 percent). Also, blacks (77 
percent were slightly more likely than whites {6k percent) 
to be killed by a person under 36 years of age.
2. When the victims were female, more of the accused 
were male (P<T.12 and over 35 years old (P -<T.001) as 
compared to male victims.
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3. If the victim was below 21 years of age, the 
probability of being killed by a male rather than a 
female was much greater (P C  .05) than if the victim 
was 21 years old or older.
Mull Hypothesis No. 1: There is no statistically
significant relationship between the year of occurrence 
of homicides and the race, sex and age of the victim 
and of the accused.
The following statistically significant differences 
were observed over the three-year period, 1971-73» and 
consequently, the null hypothesis for these relation­
ships was rejected.
1. Black victims tended to increase over the 
three-year period while white victims dropped in 1972 
and picked up in 1973 (PC-. 08). A similar trend was 
observed for black and white accused ( P C  .21).
2. Male victims tended to increase over the 
three-year period whereas female victims declined in 
1972 and increased in 1973 ( P ^  .05). The same 
pattern was indicated for male and female accused 
( P C  .10).
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3. Over the three-year period, the tendency was 
for offenders to be younger in a g e ( P C  .1*0.
No statistically significant differences were 
observed over the three-year period in the age of the 
victims, and, as such, the null hypothesis could not 
be rejected.
Null Hypothesis No. 2: There is no statistically
significant relationship between the time of year of 
occurrence of criminal homicides and the race, sex and 
age of the victim and of the accused.
Black victims were evenly distributed over the 
spring, summer, fall, and winter seasons, while the 
proportions of white victims was greater in winter 
and spring than summer and fall. This difference was 
statistically significant ( P C  .08) and the null 
hypothesis for the relationship was rejected.
None of the other relationships stated in the 
hypothesis was statistically significant, and, 
consequently, the hypothesis could not be rejected.
Null Hypothesis No. 2.: There is no statistically
significant relationship between time of day of
occurrence of criminal homicides and race, sex and age of 
the victim and of the accused.
The following statistically significant relation­
ships were observed for time of day at which the 
homicides occurred. The null hypothesis for these 
relationships was, therefore, rejected.
1. There were more male victims between 9 P.M. 
and 3 A.M. and more female victims between 3:01 P.M. 
and 9 P.M. as compared to their respective counterparts 
(P-C..01). With respect to the offenders, more males 
committed homicide between 9:01 P.M. and 3:00 A.M., and 
more females between 3 A.M. and 9 A.M. (P«kL.08).
2. Younger persons, averaging 30 years, were 
more likely to become victims during the daytime and 
evening (9 A.M. to 9 P.M.), while somewhat older 
persons, averaging 36 years, were victimized during 
the night and early morning hours (9 P.M. to 9 A.M.).
No statistically significant differences were 
found for time of occurrence during a 24— hour period 
by race of the victim, and race and age of the accused, 
and the null hypothesis for these relationships could
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not be rejected.
Null Hypothesis No. 4̂: There is no statistically
significant relationship between police districts in 
which the criminal homicides occurred and the race, 
sex and age of the victim and of the accused.
This hypothesis was rejected since statistically 
significant differences were observed for all of the 
relationships studied.
1. Considering race, for both victims and accused, 
substantially larger proportions of whites were impli­
cated in the first and seventh police districts (P<£ .0001) 
with blacks being involved to a greater extent in the 
fifth and sixth police districts (P .0001).
Apparently, the racial mix of the residential populations 
in these districts would account for the observed 
differences.
2. More male victims were observed in the first, 
fifth and sixth police districts while more female 
victims were found in the second police district 
(P<1.15). An opposite pattern was observed for the 
accused ( P c  .02) thus corroborating the intra-sex
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homicide phenomenon for male victims, and the inter­
sex pattern for female victims.
3. Out of the eight police districts, compared 
to the overall average age, the average age of victims 
was lower in two districts (fourth and fifth), while 
more youthful offenders were found in three districts 
(first, third and fourth) P C  ,04, and P C  .15.
Null Hypothesis No. 5} There is no statistically 
significant relationship between the type of neighbor­
hood in which criminal homicides occur and race, sex 
and age of the victim and of the accused.
The following statistically significant differ­
ences were observed for type of neighborhood in which 
the criminal homicides occurred and consequently the 
null hypothesis for these relationships was rejected.
1. Whereas higher percentages of black victims 
and accused were implicated in residential neighbor­
hoods, more whites were involved in commercial 
neighborhoods. ( P <  .0001 and P C  .0005)
2. More female victims were involved in 
residential neighborhoods, and more male victims in
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commercial neighborhoods than their respective 
counterparts (P <  .12).
Differences in age of victim and accused by type 
of neighborhood were too small to be statistically 
significant, and the sex differences among them could 
not be tested. As such, the null hypothesis for these 
relationships could not be rejected.
Null Hypothesis No. 6: There is no statistically
significant relationship between the racial composition 
of the neighborhood in which criminal homicides occur 
and the race, sex and age of the victim and of the 
accused.
The following statistically significant differences 
by racial composition of the neighborhood were observed. 
The null hypothesis for these relationships was, there­
fore, rejected.
1. The fact that most of the victims and 
accused in the criminal homicides were in neighbor­
hoods of the same race, namely white victims and accused 
in mostly white neighborhoods, and black victims and 
accused in mostly black neighborhoods tended to
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confirm the family-friend, intra-racial pattern. The 
significance level was .0001 for racial differences 
among both victims and accused.
2, A greater proportion of male offenders were 
implicated in the mixed white-black neighborhoods, 
while more female offenders were involved in the 
mostly black neighborhoods (P .03).
No statistically significant differences by sex 
and age of the victim, and age of the accused were 
found with respect to the racial composition of the 
neighborhood. Consequently, the null hypothesis for 
these relationships could not be rejected.
Null Hypothesis No. There is no statistically
significant relationship between socio-economic status 
of the residential section and the race, sex and age of 
the accused.
A much larger proportion of white offenders lived 
in upper and middle-class residential areas compared 
to black offenders, and consequently more blacks than 
white offenders lived in lower-class areas. This 
difference by race was statistically significant
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(P <  .0001) and the null hypothesis for this relation­
ship was, therefore, rejected.
Sex and age difference among the accused by their 
residential section were not statistically significant. 
The null hypothesis for these relationships could not 
be rejected.
Null Hypothesis No. 8_: There is no statistically
significant relationship between the site of criminal 
homicides and the race, sex and age of the victim and 
of the accused.
Considerable variations were observed in the age 
of the victim (29.0 to 39.8 years) and the age of the 
accused (19.1 to 33.3 years) according to the site of 
the criminal homicide. These age differences were 
statistically highly significant ( P <  .0001).
Differences by race and sex with respect to site 
of the crime were not statistically significant.
Null Hypothesis No. £: There is no statistically
significant relationship between the victim-accused 
relationship and the race, sex and age of the victim 
and of the accused.
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Statistically significant racial, sex and age 
differences were observed among the victims and the 
accused with regard to the relationships between them. 
As such, this hypothesis was rejected. The specific 
differences observed and the significance levels were 
as follows:
1. Significantly larger proportions of black 
victims and accused compared to whites belonged to the 
same family, were friends of or were acquainted with 
their homicide counterparts. Whites’involved in 
homicides were, thus, more likely to be strangers than 
blacks. These differences were statistically highly 
significant (P <  .0001).
2. For both victims (P <  .0002) and accused
(P c.0001), females were more likely to have a closer 
relationship (family, friend, or acquaintance) with 
their counterparts than males.
3. Contrasting age trends were observed for 
victims and offenders in that older victims were more 
likely to be strangers to their offenders, whereas 
youthful offenders more likely were related to or
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were friends of their victims. The significance level 
of these age differences was .03 for victims, and 
.0001 for offenders.
Null Hypothesis No. 10; There is no statistically 
significant relationship between the method of 
inflicting death in criminal homicides and the race, 
sex and age of the victim and of the accused.
The following statistically significant 
differences were observed in the method of inflicting 
death, and the hypothesis for these relationships was, 
therefore, rejected.
1. Blacks were more likely than whites to be 
killed by handguns and knives, while more whites 
succumbed to physical force and other methods such as 
asphyxiation, ( P C . 0001).
2. Males fell victims more often to firearms 
(handguns and rifles or shotguns) while females were 
killed more often by stabbing or physical force
(P <  .0001).
3. Youthful persons were likely to be killed by 
firearms or were themselves found to use handguns to
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commit homicide. Older persons, on the other hand, 
were generally victims of physical force, or used 
knives and rifles or shotguns to kill. The differences 
were significant at the .24 level for victims and .009 
level for offenders.
Racial and sex differences among the accused by 
the method of inflicting death were not statistically 
significant, and, as such, the null hypothesis for these 
relationships could not be rejected.
Null Hypothesis No. 11: There is no statistically
significant relationship between the motive for 
criminal homicides and the race, sex and age of the 
victim and of the accused.
Statistically significant differences were 
observed by race and age of the victim and of the 
accused with respect to the accused's motive for the 
crime. The null hypothesis for these relationships 
was rejected. The specific differences observed and 
the significance levels are indicated.
1. Whites were killed more often in connection 
with armed robbery/aggravated burglary, while blacks
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were more often the victims of homicides motivated by- 
domestic trouble, and the use of narcotics (P«£L .0001). 
White offenders were more prone to kill out of passion, 
whereas black offenders were more likely to commit 
homicide following domestic trouble or while engaged in 
armed robbery/aggravated burglary (P<1.13).
2. Youthful victims were involved more in 
homicides motivated by passion, hate/revenge or 
narcotics, while older victims were implicated in 
homicides in connection with armed robbery/aggravated 
burglary. In contrast, the younger offenders were 
engaged in armed robbery/aggravated burglary during 
commission of the homicide, whereas older offenders 
killed because of domestic trouble. Age differences 
for both victims and accused were significant at the 
.0001 level.
Sex differences for victims and accused by motive 
for the crime could not be tested for statistical 
significance.
Null Hypothesis No. 12: There is no statistically
significant difference between the sentences of white 
and black accused by race of the victim.
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This hypothesis could not be tested for 
statistical significance owing to inadequate frequencies 
in the various combinations of race and disposition of 
the homicide cases. Nevertheless, certain interesting 
differences were observed, particularly with respect 
to inter-racial homicides. When the victim was black 
and the accused white, the punishment awarded was less 
severe than when the victim was white and the accused 
black. Black offenders in inter-racial homicide were 




The findings of this limited study of criminal 
homicide largely corroborate the findings of previous 
research on the subject. Concentrations of popula- 
tions (as in inner city and business districts) and 
low-income neighborhoods itfith disproportionate black 
residents are likely to generate homicidal acts. Also 
demonstrated was the intra-racial, intra-sex, intra­
family, and passionate character of criminal homicides, 
the implication of firearms, particularly handguns, 
and the penalties imposed on black offenders involved 
in inter-racial homicide.
In a study of this kind on a subject as vexing 
to society as criminal homicide, the natural question, 
after all is said, is "How can homicide be reduced or 
prevented?"
The criminal justice system is a means of social 
control, but, by itself, it is inadequate. While the 
judicial process does have a deterrent influence on 
crime, the burden of crime prevention in the criminal 
justice system falls on the police. However, the
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extent to which the police are effective in preventing 
crime is dependent to a great extent on the support of 
their community.
The role that the police have to play in the 
community is not confined to playing "cops and 
robbers," but extends to resolving conflicts, keeping 
the peace, and helping sick and bewildered people. 
Improving police-community relations should be a goal 
of police departments, and. their organization and 
administration should encourage close relationships.
An improved police administration through recruitment, 
training, and salary incentive is needed, coupled with 
education of the community as to its role in providing 
assistance to the police in crime prevention and control. 
As an example, the training of police should include 
proper handling of disturbance calls by counseling 
and maintaining appropriate records. The assistance 
of trained social welfare workers should be enlisted 
through the courts, in dealing with problem situations 
involving family altercations, neighborhood disturbances, 
drug abuse, etc.
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The highest percentage of homicides occurs among  
family, relatives, friends, with passion and/or 
domestic trouble as the motive. In relation to such 
domestic problems, the efforts of police, the courts, 
and social agencies could be coordinated.
The police department could maintain a central 
file on disturbance calls. Officers responding to 
these calls would file a brief report on each call 
in the crisis intervention central file. If the 
officer, using his discretion, does not make an arrest 
and officers later have to respond to a second call, 
then the police reports in the central file would be 
sent to the court (municipal or juvenile). The court, 
empowered by city ordinance, would dispatch social 
welfare workers to consult with the persons involved.
In case of arrest by the police during the 
handling of a disturbance call, the judge (in municipal 
or juvenile court) would refer the persons involved to 
social welfare agencies for counseling in lieu of a 
fine or a jail sentence.
In regard to felony murders (those connected with
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burglary, armed robbery, aggravated assault, rape, etc.), 
the offenders have usually committed the same or other 
felonies prior to the murder-related felony. They may 
have been placed on probation or sent to an institution 
and later released for good behavior or released for 
insufficient evidence, etc. These offenders, upon 
the first incarceration for a felony other than murder, 
should be given psychiatric and psychological evaluation 
and tested for use of drugs. Then, based on results of 
these evaluations, the offenders should be placed in 
the appropriate institution (penitentiary, counseling 
and rehabilitation center, etc.).
With this procedure, a criminal would be paroled 
not on good behavior alone, but also with a psycholo­
gical make-up indicating that he is prepared to return 
to society. This practice would also help to curtail 
felony murders by identifying potential murderers and 
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